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More Afjghan areas hit by drought 



KABUL (AFP) - A severe 
drought which has thus far mainly 
hit southern Afghanistan is gdp- 
ping more areas of the war-torn 
counofy, the United Nations said 
on W^nesday. 

A UN weekly report said 
Badghis and Faryab provinces in 
the north west and Ghor in central 
Afghanistan were also seriously 
affected, forcing livestock owners 
to migrate. 

*The districts of Jawan, Qades 
and the village of Sang Atesh in 
Badghis were noted as nu}st af^ 
fected,^^jto^port said. 

It s'^id W litres of drinking wa- 
ter in Sang Atesh cost around two 
dollars while one kilogrun of meat 



cost only around 20 cents. 

The displaced people have 
moved ei^^ to'the provincial cad- 
tal of Qala*i*Nau cm: to die boro^ 
with neighbouring Turknmnlstan, 
the report sdid. 

It added that due to fighting 
between the niling Taliban and 
q>posi|ion fmes it was difficult to 
gather information from Ohor 
province./ . / ^ 

Families who have left drought* 
hit Maimana city, the povUiciaf' 
centre of Faryab, have headed tcx 
the northm city of Kunduz (Hi 
T8i}ikistan*s b(mkr, with an av^- 
ageof70peoplep^daya{^[»:oach- 
ing the UN fcH* assistance. 

The drought, unprecedented in 



30 years, has already badly hit 
the southern provinces of 
Kandahar, Helmand, Oruzgaii 
andNtotoi. 

AcecNrding to local officials, the 
entire population of thedesart area 
of Registan, arouml Kamlahar, ha$ 
migrate to othi^ provinces in 
seai^of wat^. 

Taliban h^a)pters and trucks 
have be^ <Ustiimiting water ami 
food to the most vuhimble aciosf 
theregion. ! 

Farmers in Kabul said pec^le 
selling their livestock due to 
shortages ci fodder in southern 
viUagOk where growers, depend* 
ent cm traditional kTigatt<Mi, have 
lost the qurrent year* s crops. 



Zahir for Pakistan's role 
to resolve Afghan conflict 



PESHAWAR - Former King 
Mohammad 2^ir Shah has asked 
Pakistan to help war-affected Af- 
ghans to resolve their conflict 
through peaceful dialogue. 

Strongly reacting to the Chief 
Executive Gen. Pervez Mushar- 
raf *s recent statement in which he 
has stated to support Taliban, Za- 
hir Shah in a riuiio interview has 
said,** we consider this stand total- 
ly harmful to Afghanistan neigh- 
bouring countries.** 

Elaborating his point of view 
Zahir Shah said, *'a stable Afghan- 
istan is not only a dire need of the 
Afghans but even it is beneficial 
to all of the neighbouring coun- 
tries.** He said that as a result of 
unrest in Afghanistan, the whole 
region is being affected by refii- 



From Our Correspondent 

gees, narcotics, tororism, unem- 
ployment and many other evils. He 
was of the firm belief that all the 
regional countries and rest of the 
world could easily get rid of all 
these problems if Afghanistan con- 
flict is resolved through peaceful 
dialogue. \ 

Former kipg Mohamniad Zahir 
Shah has dispelled the impressimi 
that Afghans are engageo in con- 
frontation on the etfaoiic basis. He 
said that Afghans had defeated die 
fcmner Soviet Union. But unfor- 
tunately they could remove thdr 
intmal differences through con- 
sensus. He said Afghans will not 
let anybody to create division 
among them. 

Zahir Shah said that they are 
struggling to restore independence 

NATION 



Afghanistan. Such Afghanistan 
W(mld establish friendly relations 
with all of the neighboturing coun- 
tries. He also praised pec^e from 
all over Paldsun for ext^sding tre- 
mendous support to Afghans 
during their Jehad against 
former Soviet Union and called 
upon them to help Afghans in 
resolving of their internal dis- 
putes dirmtgh peaceful and politi- 
cal ways. 

In response to a question, JMx 
Shah said,** we believe in the pol- 
icy of nonintaf erence in the mat- 
ters of other countries and ex- 
pect the same from others as 
well.** He added that Afghani- 
stan was badly. affected due to 
interferences by the foreign 
countries and they should stop it 
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Musharraf ereating 
rift in Afghans; Zahir 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) ^ Former 
Afghan monarch Zahir Shah has 
accused Chief Executive General 
Musharraf of creating rift in the 
Afghans. 

Tht statement issued by Zahir 
Shah's office in Rome has 
criticised the remarks of General 
Pervez Musharraf made in a press 
conference in Islamabad on May 
25 wherein he had declared 
support to the Taliban, reports 
VGA. 

General Musharraf in his Press 
conference had stated that support 
of Pukhtoons is in the national 
interests of Pakistan adding 
Taliban represent the Pukhtoons. 

Zahir Shah*s statenjent says that 
different tribes and nationalities 
form the Afghan society and its 



status being the Afiphan society is 
well recognised inside and outside 
Afghanistan. 

He said that Afghans arc a united 
nation and could not be 
disintegrated. 

**Thc Afghans have proved it 
during jehad against tl^ Russians 
by successfully defending national 
sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and independence". The, Afghans 
would continue to do the same, he 
said. 

The former Afghan King 
condemned efforts aimed at 
creating rift in the Afghans terming 
it interference i|i the internal affairs 
of Afghanistan. **Such interfarencc 
would create political and 
economic instability In 
Afghanistan" he added. 



Fire destroys 300 shops in 
northern Afghan market 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) ■ More than 300 were 
Are erupted in a ma Aet in the northern Afghan towi rf 
bordering Uzbeldstan, the Afi^ Islamic Press (AIP) reported 

The Paldstan^based private new»$eprlce said the Imsm ran into 
hundreds of thousands of dollp. However no casualties have been 

brolce out wten a 
WednetPiyren»^:iff5y» !fS«^^'».i35* 

""xhe'Afghan Taliban authorities struggled for 14 hwirs before 
extinguishing the fire eariy Thursday, It said. 
ThemarketintheriverporttownofHah^tanislocatedonlyafew 

kilometers from the Uzbekistan border. fr«m 
Afehan traders used to fanport oil, gas and other iterw from 
acr<^ the border, storing them in Hairatan for onward shipment 
to other destinations within the counbry. 
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Afghan leader 
iirjured 
in attack 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR. June 1: An 
Afghan nationalist leader was 
injured when unidentilied 
armed men attacked him here 
at Fawakai area on Thursday 
morning. 

Mohammed Inam Waq, mem- 
ber of the Millat Party's execu- 
tive council, remved two pistol 
bullets in his right hand and one 
in ^omach. He was admitted to 
the Lady Reading Hospital 
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V From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR ^ F6Uowin|( clo- 
sore of two training campi in Af- 
ghaniiUui ]by Itftbpii, around 150 
activisti'of varibttf extremist 
||Q!ilpt Jutve st^turped to Pakinaiipu 
it w«»re#ia>ly,M»nit 

Apm from these 150 activists* 
most of whom'belong lo Uie piov» 
ince of Puf\jab and Kiuradii, many 
members of these training camp^ 
have been rushed u> north of Kbt 
bnl to 8upp(»t TaUban offensive 
against the forces of Northern Al- 
liance. : 
Repc^ reveal &iat despite ref 
jecting allegations of imparting 
training to the hud-linm, the Tal- 
iban authorities have recmitly 
dered ckmure of training camps 
ReshkhcHT and**Bagh-i-Daud area 
of Afglumistan. 

Through siichdedsions, theHdr 
iban have themselves endmed the 
allegations of Westm countries, 
particularly of United States^ 
against them. 

Some highly placed govenunept 
sources, responsible for defend<> 
ing Afghanistan's western bor^ 
ders, \myt revealed that' 150 of 
these youngsters have succeed^^ 
ed in entering various parts of 
Pakistan. :r 
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1998 most bloody yea£ 



for Afghan people 



From Our Corrospondent 

PESHAWAR - Though blood- natcd by Sunni community, 

shed and destruction in Afghani- The Afghan writer infonned that 

Stan is order of the day since inva- after fleeing away to the moumains, 

sion of the former Soviet Union tbt civilians hood severe ^sortage of 

but 1998 is considered most water and otho* food itms. 

bloody year in the last two decades Amongst them 36 1 children and 

when thousands of people were 138 adults have lost their lives in 

either killed as a result of continu- the mountains., 

ous in-fighting or due to lack of Altar Bamyax|i,Yakkawalang fell 

food and shelter in the mountains to Taliban on May 14, 1998 and 

and un-populated areas. like of Bamyan, majority of its 
Palditoon Sahar, aycmng Afghan V pebple also fled to the mmihtains 

writer, in a recently filed report and other areas. The Afghaii writ- 

J5 reveals that Northern provinces of er reported that some 150 w^men 

O Afghanis!^ remained the battle- and children were forcibly de- 

* field throughout 1998. Such fight- tached from their nears and dears 

ing reported in areas like Taloqan, and shifted to Parwui. 



M 



< 



Darra-i-Souf, Jabal Ul Sarraj. Dur- In both areas some 15 per cent 

ing this period, Taloqan was time houses, buildings and agriculture 

and again bombed by Taliban, in- fields were badUy affected when 

flicting severe human and proper- Taliban entered 

ty loss to the civilians and similar Some 21 houses are not in a po- 

was the situation in other areas, sition to accommodate its owners 

Bombing of Taloqan, Jabal Ul Ser- while 40 per cent livestocks were 

aj and Darra-i-Souf was reported eliminated when Taliban were 

from April till September 1998. straggling to capture Shia domi- 

He reminded ftiat on May 9, nated areas in 1998. 

1 998 central province of Bamyan It is recalled that some 800 Shia 

wastfell to Taliban and thousands ^ people from Hazarajaat migrated 

of civilians fled to the adjacent to Kabul where they Uving amidst 

mountains and hills. miserable conditions. ' 

The Central Province of Bamy- Later on mjoritn^ of these Shia 

an is dominated by Shia commu- families shifted to Pakistan. How- 

nity commonly known as Hazara ever, Pakhtoon Sahar infonned 

while Taliban movement is domi- that after Ittehad Islami and Hizbe 



Wahdatbiutalitbs against eadi others, 
IMban have broken away all flft- 
vious recQccb (^oppfts^on and Sl{>- 
pftssions against the Shia Afdn^ 
fiom central provinces in 1998?^ 

Apart from Shias's in 1^8. IW- 
iban have targeted the Tajik 
ghans on the basis of their lo$ili- 
ties with their main rivals n&e 
former President Prof. Burhan Ud 
Din Rabbani and war lord Alunad 
Shah Masud. Some 1,000 Tajik 
adults were forcibly detached from 
their families. A laige number oi 
Tape tamiiies have beoi sliftod^^ 
to Kabul and later to Jdalabad. 

He added that during this pefiod 
some 2,000 pec^le were bra^y 
murdered and almost of them 
buried in mass-graves. 
Kasi for upgrading educating 

standard of 0eeid Madar^j 

Federal Minister for Rdi^ifip 
Affairs Abdul Malik Kasi ms 
urged the need upgradingj^e 
educational standard of the de^- 
Madaris in the country. 

Addressing ulema conference 
held here , he said^ die upgrao^ 
and enhanckig the standard off;^- 
ucational curriculum ami s] 
of DeailMadaris would brin^^'^e 
sti}d0n|s of ^ese insdtutlons $J^;pjfT 
with die st|ident$ of other edugji- 
ticmal institutions. 




300 shops gutted 
in Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD, June 1: More 
than 300 shops were destroyed 
as fire erupted in a market in 
the northern Afghan town of 
Hairatan, bordering Uzbekistan, 
the Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
reported Thursday. 

The Pakistan-based private 
news service said the losses ran 
into hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. However no casualties 
have been reported. 



The fire broke out whjsn a gas 
cylinder in a shop exploded late 
Wednesday, engulfing rows of 
wooden cabins in the market, 
ATP said. The Taliban authori- 
ties struggled for 14 hours 
before extinguishing the fire 
early Thursday, it said. 

The market in the river port 
town of Hairatan is located only 
a few kilometers from the 
Uzbekistan border.— AFP 
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'The AfghanpQlio? 
show opens on 6th 



D«tkR«port 



ISLAMABAD- 

The American 
Center, Islamabad 
wf!I host a mcmfli- 
long photographic 
exhibition entitled 
*The Afghan Fo- 
lio" to be opened 
on June 6 at 5.00 
pm. Mr yxi Muf- 
ti, Executive Di- 
rector of Loke Vir- 
sa win iaaagurate 
this exhibition. 

The show con- 
sists of 32 images 
of Afghanistan 
taken by Luke 
Powell, a re- 
nowned American 
photographer, dur- 
ing his travelling 
in the 1970s. Luke 
, Powell's pictuires 
are classical iind 
conservative, like 
19th century paint- 
ings. ' 

His small figures 
in landscapes 
spe^ of man's re- 
lationship to nature and environ- 
ment. The collection is an invalu- 
able documentation of Afghani- 
stan's cultural and environmental 
heritage. It provides an introduc- 
tory vision of beautiful land wlien 
its inhabitants led a life in peace 
and unity prior to the Afghan-So- 
viet war the ensariag eiv|l 
coitflict 




'Light and Water' by Luke Powell 



The photos have been widely ! 
displayed in the US, Canada and. 
throughout Europe, and are now 
being displayed for the first time 
in South Asia for Afghans and 
Pakistanis. 

The Islamabad American Cent- 
er welcomes all those interested in 
attending. Call 824-051 Exta^; 
for additional information. 



'Pak- Afghan 
border meeting 
delayed 

From Our Correspondent 

QUETTA-The meeting of Pak- 

was scheduled to be held orf Sat- 
urday, cQuld not be held even on 
Sunday because t^ laich of int»-- 
est by the Taliban administration, 
the official source confided to The 
Nation. ' 

The delegations of both the 
neighbouring countries were to 
nw^ <m SiMixdi^ to vi^temoM 
some pieces, measuring total about • 
seven miles of Durand Line near • 
Qamaruddin Karez, a P^l^^lts;* 
ritory. It was decided between the • 
governments of both the countries 
in IslainiM te the high>level ' 
meeting. 

"No one would believe that a ste- 
nographer was heading the Afghan 
delegation and he too come with 
no knowledge of the meeting for 
detenii^bple^lbe inte^ bor- 
der between Afghanistan and Pa- 
kistan," the sources further said. 

"Afghan delegation came tnm 
across the border which was »- 
cd\«d with full protocol, but when the 
iie^olttie delegation was iittioduced, 
everyone froni Pakistiani side first 
stunned thm Parted laughing," itsaid. 

NAUOM 
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Afghan 

favours 




From Shamlm Shahid 



. PESHAWAR - Advocating t 
centralised and acceptable govern* 
ment in the war-ravaged Afghani- 
stan, chief of the Afghan Conunit- 
tee for Peace and National Securi- 
ty Dr. Amanullah Rasool. an Af- 
ghan scholar, Monday said that it 
could pave the way for ending the 
foreign interference in the int«nal 
affairs of Aghanistan. 

"We ourselves invited foreign 
interference in our affairs," he re- 
marked while answering a query 
in an interview with daily The 
Nation. 

Elaborating his point of view, he 
said that all Afghan leadws except 
former King Mohammad Zahir 
Shah and Sardar Mohammad 
Daud Khan invited foreign forces , 
for their help. 

He said that the leaders and com- 
mancters of all Afghan waning fac- 
tions are trading shelfs. mortars 
and missiles just fpr their own 
loaves and fishes. M a res^ult of 
this war of self-interest, Afghani- 
stan has been destroyed and a ma- 
jority of its people have migrated 
abroad while thousands of others 
have fallen victim to the meaning- 
less confrontation. 

Dr. Amanullah Rasool said, that 
though Afghans oppose foreign 
interference in their personal af- 
fairs, they believe that Pakistan 
should go for a positive intofer- 
ence/* Elaborating his point of 
view, the Afghan intellectual said 
that in the last 21 years Pakistan 
has extended tremendous sumK>rt 
to Afghans and in the light of luch 
an association, Pakistan can play 
a vital role in pulling Afghanistan 
and its people out of existing cri- 
ses. He said that now when a ma- 
jority of the Afghans are fed up 
with fighting and destruction in 
their motheriand, they need Paki- 



stan's help for establishDEient of a 
stable govwnment in that country. 
He said that the Loya Jirga can 
he^ resolve this issue. 

lb a question. Dr. Amanullah 
Rasool, who recently returned af- 
ter adetailed tour of Qandahair and 
Kabul w|ierc he held fruitful talks 
with the Taliban leiders, said that 
the return of jpeace and stability in 
Afghanistan is not only beneficial 
to Afghans but it is also in the in- 
terest of Pakistan, 

He added that infrastructure of 
Pakistan was badly affected by the 
high influx of Afghan refugees. 
Similarly, due to introduction of 
modOT weapons in Afghan jehad, 
law and order situation all over 
Pakistan is also deteriorating; He 
said Pakistan can get rid of its 
niaxinuini social and economic 
problenas only if peace returns to 
i AflghjuUstan. Simuariy after estab- 
jishmcntofupwcefW atmosphere 
in Afghanisttti, Pakistan can easi- 
Iv reach the consumer markets of 
the'Central Asian Republics, he 
said,- ; V, 

When asked aboMt his analysis 
of Afghanistan, 1>. Aman Ullah 
Rasool said: "no doubt that Oie 
Ikliban have established peace and 
security^ but it is also clear that 
beyond peace and security A^ 
ghans are in dim necki of others for 
their survival as well as relmild- 
ing and structuring of Uidr houih 
es mopet^ • - ^ 

' '•He was of the view that Tili. 
ban alone coulda*t rebuild A^ 
shanistan. He added, Oiat a major- 
ity of the well-to-do Afghans, who 
have established themselves in 
various foreign countries, are will^ 
ing to contribute to rebuilding and 
restructuring of their moth^Tand. 
but restrictions imposed by TWi-' 
ban are a hurdle in their way. 



08 JUN 2000 

NATION 



Afghans 
new 
as 






LONDOI^ (AFP) ^ Afghan asy* 
luni*s^d(m^fre j^o^ng to tak» 
ova* a i^asie md % to Britain in a 
repeat 0t Mfmmy hQaackg in^ 
cidei^ lie Tillies newspi^ re- 
pQi;te4J^d^^citing %flmt ^ngi- 
tim stt^ aiilS^Q^^^yMu I ^ 

The en«nkr. wto S hi^g in 
Britain ami siddnf a^lum after 
fleeing last week, saidl a gang 
planned to take advanta^ of oon« 
tinning security jft Kabul air- 
port to take ova: a jet (» aii tntecoal 
lygjit and fpcce it tp fly to 
^ ^ Aiiana Airltoea plane w|di 
arqund 170 peq>le on bottt) was 
Mjacked in eariy Mcuaty during 
ail kHeraal flight 1^ Afg^tanistin. 

It flew via MoscQW tp jStaosted 
airpcHt, nordi of Lcmdc^'wIpB it 
remained on the t^rmack^fpr^our 
days before police brouglit the 
hijacking to a pe|ceful conclu- 
sion. , . . i j 

^ Many onboard' the. plane re- 
quested asylum after ajp^ving in 
Britain. Just 79 Afghahsit^tianed 
home vohintaii)y,^^ii|yie 14 peqple 
weiectiarged vHtirliyacking. 



PC holds Afghan 
Food Festival 

I From Our CofTMpcmdefit 

i reSHAWAR^- Peari Continea- 
i tal Hotel Periiawar is goii^ to hold 
a "Afghan Fdod l^tival** for four 
days m Peshawar. / 

According to Press statem^t PC 
Peshawar has arranged Afthan 
Fbod P^vai for four day! from 
June 15 to IB, 2000, 
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Tribals to support Afghans 
in case of foreign attack 



PESHAWAR ~ Amir Niaz Ali 
Khan, Amir Mujahldeen Azad 
Qabail has reaffirmed that for the 
sovereignty and solidarity of Af- 
ghanistan, tribesmen would extend 
all sort of suppcHt to their Afghan 
brothers. 

In a declaration issued to Press 
on Thursday, Amir Niaz Ali Khan 
said Pakhtoons and tribesmen are 
considering Afghanistan their 
home and bound to protect it In 
this regard, he diverted attention 
towards the fact that Pakhtoon 
Azad Qabail have always of^osed 
every sort of ag|ietiion md inter* 
ferences in affairs of Afghanistan 
and extended due support and co* 
operation to Afghans. 

He recalled that during the co- 
lonial rule, the tribesmen HAVE 



Frofii Our Corresponctent 

» 

blockeki the advancement of the 
British army. Later during the so- 
called cold war, the tribesmen have 
not only denounced the former 
Soviet Union aggression against 
Afghanistan but even back^ the 
Afghans in their Jehad. 

Chief of Azad Qabail Muja- 
hideen has said that though they 
made their best for resolving of 
internal rifts amongst the Afghans 
but due to foreign interference in 
affairs of Afghanistan, they had 
failed to do so. 

As a result of such rifts amongst* 
the Afghans, it has became a site 
heaven for the foreign forces and 
their puppets. And now the 
Russian Federation was en- 
couraged of threatening Af- 
ghanistan which he said could be 



considered outcomes of ongoing 
civil war like situation in Afghan- 
istan. 

Amir Niaz Alt Khan while de- 
nouncing such threat had made it 
clear that whatever may be the 
nature of internal rifts amongst the 
Afghans but aH of ^em are deter- 
mihed to forge unity among their 
ranks for foOing any sort of ag- 
gression against Afghanistan. In 
this conimtion, he made it clear 
diat Tribesmen would again play 
their role like of past. He cdled 
upon Afghan factioi» to resolve 
the^ intmal rifts dmni^ a meet- 
ing of Loya Jhga and go fbr ^- 
tablishnmnt of an acceptable gov- 
ernment whidi slKmld go fc»r the 
restmtion of Afghanistan's lost 
identity. 



World urged to 
from attacking 




PESHAWAR -- The Afghan 
Council for Understanding and 
National Unity, . while denouncing 
the Russian recent threat to Af- 
ghanistan, said it is dangerous to 
the global peace, thwf ore, world 
community must take its notice. 

The Council commonly known 
as ShuroH'Tafahum in its commu- 
nique issued here m Thursday has 
expressed sevre anger over the 
Russian thxtat to Afglianistan and 
stated that it is m ac( contrary to 
international laws. In fact, such a 
threat would go against the Rus- 
sian interests. 

The Afghan Council reminded 
that Afghanistan lacks a central- 
ised authority which has encour-* 



FromtOiir Correspondmt 

aged Riiisia to issue such state- 
ments. A decade back former So- 
viet Union was disintegrated be- 
caiise of Afghan war. It stressed for 
transfer of power to an acceptable 
government which is possible 
through convening a meeting of 
the traditional loya jirga. 

The council has called upon the 
global community to take an early 
notice of the Russian threat and 
lack of a centralised authcmty in 
Afghanistan. 

Both the issues could be ad- 
dressed according to wishes and 
expectations of Afghans who are 
sick of ongoing fighting in their 
motherland. 

Meanwhile, the Afghan ulema 



and (^nunanders residing in Mun- 
da refugees camp in their me^ng 
have also Enounced the Russian 
threat an^ said that Afghans irre* 
spective of their internal rifts are 
determined tojointly foil sudi type 
of foreign ag^^icMi. 

Ttie meeUng was attended by a 
laiige number of Afghans and ad- 
dr^sed beside others by Ghulam 
Sarwar Hazratyar Sardar Wali, 
Abdullah Nasri, Dr, Shehzada, 
Shcrin Dil Nasri, Haji Zar Jan. Haji 
Gul Agha and others. The speak- 
ers have expressed grave concern 
over Russian threats to Afghani- 
stan and they urged Afghan to 
foige unity amongst their ranks fc^ 
foiling such direats. 
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Ulema urge world to 
recognise Taliban govt 



From Our Correspondent 



PESHAWAR - A number of 
leading ulema and religious fig- 
ures from Afghanistan residing in 
Peshawar have announced their 
support to Taliban and demanded 
of the international community to 
recognise their legal government 
as they hold control over 90 per 
cent of Afghanistan. 

These ulema have made this an- 
nouncement during a Press confer- 
ence here on Monday and said ^at 
all of them have assembled here 
to denounce the recent thi^ of 
Russian Federation and negative 
approach of the West towards the 
Islamic Emirates of Afghanistan. 

Maulvi Naqceb UUah» Maulvi 
Abdul Ghani and Maulana Rukan 
Ud Din Attique were prominent 
amongst more dian four dozen ule- 
ma and religious figures from all 
over Afghanistan. 

Reading out the written declara- 
tion earlier adopted by Ulema in 
their meeting, Maulvi Abdul 
Ghani declar^ that all of them 
have decided of honouring all the 
orders of Amir Ul Momineen 
Mullah Mohammad Omer Ak- 
hund, supreme leader of Taliban. 

They also reaffirmed of render- 
ing every sort of sacrifice on his 
directives for the supremacy of Is- 
lam and sovereignty and solidari- 
ty of Afghanistan. 

In this connection, they have 
announced backing all policies of 
Taliban and declared of resisting 
all sorts of aggression against that 
country. 

Referring to recent Russian 
threat to Afghanistan, the declara- 
tion states that all the religious 
scholars, ulema and students are 
willing to honour the directives of 
Amir Ul Momineen in this connec- 
tion. " We believe Jehad is the sole 
and easy way for reaching to heav- 



en, therefore, for resisting the Rus- 
sian aggression, they are deter- 
mined to wage another jehad 
against Russia and hopeful of its 
victory like in the past. In response 
to a question, Maulana Rukan Ud 
Din said that Russian's contradic- 
tion is ambiguous and doubtiful so 
it should apologise. 

Demanding recognition of the 
Islamic Emirates of Afghanistan, 
the religious scholars said that 
UNO must follow principle of jus- 
tice and equality. 

It is surprising that UNO is re- 
luctant to recognise Afghanistan 
though there is peace in the coun- 
try. The UNO being a world body 
must not receive Amoican dicta- 
tion. 

When diverted attentions toward 
the policies of Afghan opposition 
leaders like Prof. Rabbani, Engi- 
neer Gulbadin Hekmatyar, Prof, 
Abdul Rab Rasool Sayaf, Ahmad 
Shah Masud and Gen. Rashid Dos- 
tam, Maulana Rukan Ud Din 
said,** Islam declares Jehad against 
all those who create hurdles for an 
Islamic government to run the af- 
fairs of the country under Shari- 
ah. 

He said there is an Islamic gov- 
ernment in Afghanistan, therefore, 
their opposition is not only against 
Afghanistan and its people but 
against Islamic norms. 

Maulana Naqeeb Ullah claimed 
that Russian Generals have been 
seen in Panjsher, therefore, it is 
crystal cleiar that Masud is seek- 
ing help of Russians against Islam- 
ic government. 

At the same time , he justified 
Pakistani authorities presence in 
Afghanistan and said that govern* 
ment have the right to get support 
from other governments accordmg 
to agreements. 
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Zahir Shah 
seeks world 
support for his 
peace plan 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The 
former Afghan monarch 
Muhammad Zahir Shah has sought 
world community's help for his 
plan to restore peace in Afghani- 
stan. 

• In a statement issued in Rome, 
the ex Afghan King hoped that the 
world community would support 
and back his efforts for restoration 

I of peace in Afghanistan and 
i strengthening national unity. He 
t said that international community 
shoiild assist and help him in lay- 
ing the foundation-stone for the 
independence and sovereignty 
through free will' of the p^plc of 
Afghanistan. 

Zahir Shah ^called on interna- 
tional c<Knmunity to extend help 
and assistance to^ the drought 
stricken people of Afghanistan. 
The ex- Afghan kin^ said that the 
drought has hit Afgluuiistan f(x the 
second consecutive year adding to 
the problems and hardships of the 
Afghans. 

'Oie statement said that water 
table has receded and water re- 
sources are drying up. The prices 
of food commodities are soaring at 
a time when the country's economy 
is ruined as a result of twenty years 
war. 

He said that the Afghan warring 
factions are unable to assist mil- 
lions of drought affected people 
^ faced with serious threat. '*I am 
committed to serve the people of 
Afghanistan and appeal to worid 
community to address to the threats 
posed by drought to the people of 
Afghanistan and! reques^t the Af- 
ghan warring factions^ to avid 
road blockades and stop war so 

* that the Afghans could be rescued", 
he said. 
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16 fall victim to 

province 



PESHAWAR - At leasi 16 per- 
sons have died in village Shor of 
Herat Province of Afghanistan due 
to undiagnosed diseases, WHO 
anil MOPH are investigating the 
matter in this regard. 

In the meantime measles has 
broken out in Pashmol area of Pan- 
jwai (Kandahar), Afghanistan 
among the children of Baloch Ko* 
chi (nomad) and about 150 under 
five years have been vaccinated in 
this connection. 

The vaccines have been provid- 
ed by Ibn-e-Sina. a national NGO 
in the area, however, no death has 
been reported so far, Accarding to 
United Nations Co-ordinator for 
Afghanistan jhe local authorities 
have Mated Mv they have provid- 
ed various f«5d items to some 400 
newly arrived Kochi families from 
the Rq^istan desert, temporarily 
seilled m Panjwai district of Kan- 



From Our Correspondent 

dahar provmcc. The local withon- 
ties in Ghor have provided a list 
I of 46 villages, in eight districts of 
' the province. 

The report added that these 46 
villages are all severely affected by 
drought. 

The UN report said that, in Kan- 
dahar city, UNCHR is wbricing to 
supply water. In this regard, wwk 
is in progress to repair of water 
pipe line and replace the damaged 
pipes. ! 

During the past week, 95 meter 
of damaged pipes were repaired in 
6 districts, which connected 200 
more families with city water net- 
wwk, the report claimed. , 

Meanwhile, the UN office is! 
without potable water for the last 
three wedus. However, after drill- 
ing down 10 50 meters, water is 
found, it added. The UN Kanda- 
har, near the UNOPS office, has 



also been without water for the last 
couple of weeks'and the drilling 
will begin soon. 

' The campai|n to eradicate po- 
lio is in full swing in Afghanistan. 
It cured 4.5 million Afghan Chil- 
dren mdcf the age of five years, 
repprtsaid. i i i 

He vitamin A was also ad- 
minister^ to all children aged 12 
to 59 m<^ths. Based on experience 
in the May round, it was decided 
to include.more female volunte^ 
in the June round. 

The UN report claimed that an 
international medical team (height 
has returned from Rpsteq after 
conducting a ten day medical clin- 
ic over thw,. } 

Three SNI staff menibers joined 
the team firpm'nuikistfm and sev- 
era! members of SNI local and in- 
ternational staff bas^On Afghan* 
istan. .,■ . / jY'' 



Afghans plaiming to hijack 
another plane: paper 



i 



LONDON, June 17: Afghan 
asylimi-seekers are planning to 
ihijack another plane by taldng 
iidvantage of lax security at 
Kabul airport, an Af^an flight 
'^mgineer, who has taken asylum 
iii Britain, has been quoted by a 
local ne^aper as saying. 
I to The Times, the 

plpt was revealed by a flight engi- 
n^r, formerly working with 
Afj^han state airline Ariana, when , 
he tidied for asylum in Britain. 

also claimed that his wife 
and son had been kidnapped by 
an Afghan gang, which was plan- 
ning 'the hijack when he refused 
to cooperate with them to smug* 



ByNasirMalick 

gle weapons and explosives on 
boardf 

He told the authorities that a 
gang planned to take over a jet 
on an internal fli^t diis month 
and divert it to Lotiddn. 

The flight engineer told the 
British authorities that the 
would-be hijackers kpew of his 
forthcoming flight schedule and 
planned to take over an internal 
flight and then divert it to 
London en route Moscow, taking 
the same flight path as the 
hijacked Afghan Boeing 727 
that landed at Stansted airport 
in February, ' 

He said the hijackers bribed 



Kabul airport staff to let around 
40 of their relatives on board, 
allowing them through x-ray 
checks with guns in their lug- 
gage, the Times said. 

The engineer used an over- 
seas flight to begin his defmion 
and when the plane landed, 
allegedly in Delhi, he left fellow 
crew members and began a trip 
to Dover, where he sou]^t aj^** 
liun, it was reported 

The story comes at a time 
when 12 men are ainraiting trial 
for the Stansted hijack, after 
which only 79 people returned 
home, with 32 hostages remain- 
ing in a British hotel 
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Fomgn inteirentum inain 
cause of Afghan infighting 



PESHAWAR - The increasing 
foreign intervention in Afghani- 
Stan has developed internal rifts 
among Afghans and it is consid- 
ered the main hurdle m the way of 
negotiated solution to the conflict 

During an interview, Shehzada 
Masud an active leader of the 
Great National United Islamic 
Front of Afghanistan told The iVa* 
don that most of Afghans side of 
Aghthg in dieir motherland and 
now they are keenly d^irous for, 
return of peace and stability. In this 
respect, they are supporting the 
peace initiatives of form^ king 
Mohammad Zahir Shah. 

In response to a question, Sheh^ 
zada Masud said that Afghanistan 
has become a battle-^eui due to 
foreign countries, forces and 
groups. These foreigners have not 
only destroyed Afghanistan and its 
institutions but even they have de* 
p^rived the Afghans of their just 
right of self-determination. The 
world needs to end foreign inter- 
ference in affairs of Afghanistan 
and when such interfmnce is be- 
ing stopped then it could be easy 
for Afghans to restore peace and 
stability. 

Answering a question. Shezada 
Masud admitted that ini^sence of 



From pur Correspondmt 

elections infrastructure is impos- 
sible in Afghanistan. He was of the 
view that convening a meeting 
the traditional Loya Jiiga is more 
easy and comfortable compare to 
fresh election^. 

Further advocating in favour of 
the Loya Jirga, Shezada Masud 
said that it could be considmd a 
sole way for giving just right of 
self-determination to Afghans. He 
added t)iat so far beside millicm of 
Afghans, United States of Amm^ 
ca, France, Japan md sevoral oth- 
er countries al9ng witl^ UNO also 
favour fonnation'of a broad based 
goyemmeiftin Af^^umisbn which 
is possible' through a miseting of 
therLoya Jirga. He called up(^ 
waning factions and regional and 
'neigfibouring countries of Afghan- 
istan to help re|M)lve^issue. 

Referring to the recent dianges 
in Pakistanis AigjxOi poUdot, Sl^ 
hzada Masud said, ^ Afghans are 
happy as Palds^ authorities have 
changed their, peace.'* He added 
that in this respetl they ainP^^^ate 
statements of Chief Executive 
Gen* Pervez Musharraf and For- 
eign Minister Abdul Sattar Khan 
a^ suggested them to declare their 
sui»X)rt with the peace initiatives 
of rormer king Mohanunad Zahir 



Shah. He said Umt lestmidcm of 
peace and stablttty in Afghanistaa 
is not only ess^tial for Afghans 
butitis alsoben^SctaltoPal^^uum 
anditspe^e. 

Shdizada Masud said ^ two 
different delegations have recent- 
ly concluded talkl with tiie UNO 
and USA authoriti«i and now an 
<Mher dd^ation is damdng to 
United Kingdom, mnce and oth* 
er European countries. He added 
that a delegation in the near ftituie 
likely to start negotiati<Hii with the 
Pakistani, Iraniim and othw Cen- 
tral Asian Republics. Likewise, 
m<»t of tibe ni^tnbers of Rome, It* 
Bky Ccmimsm are in dose con- 
tacts with lUilMai, Northern Alii* 
ance and <^er huMlers. He was 
hopeful of these efforts positive 
and fruitful results. 

He added tibat only tbrmigh a 
Loya liiga meetiiig, peace and M- 
bility could retim m Afj^ianistan 
while genuine r^Jiesmitatives can 
build up a ccmsensua aoKHig tern 
aboift the ftitm tel up <tf tfuit ooim* 
try. He caltod upon iJobal cmmnu- 
nity as well as Aff^m to hdp hi 
eariy convoiing a meeting i^Lqya 
Jirga which c<xikl ensine pulling 
AfghanUtan and its pec^le out m 
ex&ting crisea and moodshed. 
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Former Afghan commanders 
propose national army 



PESHAWAR - For the restora- 
tion of Afghwiistan's lost national 
and Islamic identity, the former 
military officers and Mujahideen 
cKHmnai^ers haw 4edil(^ to m 
organise national umyltf^ wir- 
affected country. 

, During a press conferenice here 
OB Thiirsday leading figures have 
disclosed their plan along with 
objectives in presence of around 
1(X) ex-servicemen from all over 
Afghanistan. Lt. Gen. Marjan, Lt. 
Gen. Mohammad Muneer Mangal, 
Lt Gen, Mohib UUah Mohmand, 
Brig. Stana Out and Brig. Ebad 
Ullah were psaitoant among them 
and besides n»3^flg out the writ- 
ten texts regairding their objectives, 
they also read out a declaration 
through which they called for 
early cease-fire in Afghanistan. 
They urged leaders of all warring 
factions politicians, intellectuals 
and other to find out a negotiated 
solution to the conflict. 

Highlighting objectives of reor- . 
ganising of the natioBi^ army of 
Afghanistan, Brig. aM»4 UUah 
said that it meant to pK^a^mm-h 
eignty, fiwsdom ana solidarity of 
Afghanistan. He added that due 
to lack of unity and organised na- 
tional army Afghanistan faces se- 
rious destruction. He said that 
along with destruction of its infra- 
stra^iHe, Afj^iaifl^mi hasbeeonw 
a din of heroin and subversive ac- 
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tivities. In this connection, all of 
them have decided to come for- 
ward for reorganisation of the na- 
tional army to wipe out all such 
evilittke increasing c(^Srai^tion 
amongst the Afghans, narcotics, 
subversive activities and for res- 
tOTation of IbstK^ngQ^ol^g^ 
istan and its people. ' 

In response to a question, Lt. 
Gen. Mi^an said that no one ig- 
nores presence of the national 
army in Afghanistan but in past 
siidb' was used by political 
parties for safeguardhig their own 
interests. Now he claimed, "we are 
determined to keep in riiind larger 
interests of Afghanistan and its 
people instead of becoming tools 
of a particular force." He said that 
in this respect they would honour, 
wishes and expectations of com- 
mon Afghans who are dishearted 
of ongoing fighting and destruc- 
tion in their motherland. 

Similarly, the national army of 
Afghanistan in future would not 
affiliate itself with a particular 
group OT fcttBft was his reply when 
his attention was drawn towards a 
number of political groups like of 
former king Mohammad Zahir? 
S^jMi and other. "We believe in 
democracy and in such a process 
each and every one have the right 
to contest elections. But the ntrtjon- 
al army wwild back(lecisi<m#fl»s 
mandated people." he remarked 




A former Commander addressing a Press conference in 
Peshawar on Thursday.-^taff photo by Tariq Aziz 



and repeated," we would try to 
ass<»nble the Afghans o| cpf lo- i 
mm mi would safegiiiid 
try's internal and external interests. 
He addod that,^|g]^ £k)iq all 
over the wbifd tteed M bie& ^est 
lnfs«ch4'saef«r^dal."" "• *■ 

' '''^^^^^^^^^^^ ' 
those armymen and Mujahideen 
commanc^ who remaiiusd rivals 
in pa^lleli«mdM^i^ 
gal answered in positive. He said 
the situation has changcxl and they 
are hopefUI idx>ut an e«l^ feeea- 
ciliation among leaders of Afghan- 
istan.'He added that their contacts 
with a ter^ imsrtier of ^g^s 
are in progress and they would be 
able to achieve their goals very 
soon. lii udd Auttfiek iK^^^ealP 
also help to compel the warring 
factions to end fighting and con- 
frontati<Mt. «' < 

In response to a question, Brig. 
Ibaad Ullah said that they are 
w^ng cm sudh afdtti forthe la«t 
two years and so far they have en- 
rolled some 1 8,000 people. He inr 
formed that so far thisy have db» ' 
cussed the idea with 850 people 
Including poUticians, in|eUeQtual^:. 
and technocrat8/1fi»'wai' of'tiiie' 
firm belief that more and more 
Afghans, particularly the fonner 
irarvicemen would back them in 
this plan. He added that Afghan 
conflict has crossed over its bor- 
ders and now it became a regional 
and international issue. In this re- 
spect they also handed over the 
proposals and suggestions to ; 

Through a declaration, the ex- 
servicemen from Afghanistan 
have also adced for an early cease- 
fire in their motherland and caUtei 
upon Afghans to contribute in the 
dffom auned at resolving conflict 
through peaceful and political 
ways. They also denounced tlvt 
rec^t threate of Russian tedcm." 
tion to Afghanistan and made it 
clear that for thejpptection of sov- 
ereignty and solidarity of Afghan- 
istan, each and every Afghan is 
determined to sacrify their lives. 
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Afghan traditional jirga 
backs Zahir*s formula 
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PESHAWAR ^ A traditional 
Afghan Jirga attended by ciders, 
ulema and jehadic commanders 
from various parts of Afghmiistan 
while announcing support in fa- 
vour of former king Mohammad . 
Zahir Shah peace initiatives and 
convening of the traditional Loy.a 
Jirga, has asked the global com- 
munity to help them in imptelincn- 
tation of such a plan. ' 

The traditional Jirga met at Raz-* 
mak of North Waziristan Agency 
whereas ulema, commanders, 
tribal chieftains, former tech- 
nocrats from Paktya, Paktika, 
Ghazni, Maidan, Wardag, Log- 
ar, Balkh and Jozjan province 
attend it. Beside other host 
Ahmad Shah RehmatI addressed 
the Jirga and highlighted its ob- 
jectives 

Later on the Jirga was addressed 
by reiMiesentatives and nominees 
from all over Afghanistan and 
most of them have denounced the 
ongoing bloodshed and uncolain- 
ty in their motherland. 

They unanimously backed the 
proposal regarding an early nego- 
tiated solution to the Afghan 
conflict. Similarly, they also 
advocated in favour of intra- 
Afghan dialogues which would 



enable them of building up a con- ' 
sensus to set up a accepted gov- 
ernment ! 

Through a resolution the jirga 
has unanimously backed former 
king Mohammad..Zahir Shah 
peacp, formula* and declared 
that only thro'ugh a meeting of 
the traditional loya jirga, the 
long awaited conflict could be 
resolved. 

It urged Afghans to realise 
their responsibilities regarding 
pu)ling Afghanistan out of ex- 
isting crises. 

I| also urged common A^ 
gh|u[U to help denKK:ratic Afgh^ 
for convemng a meding of tbe tra- ! 
ditional Loya Jirga. ^ 
The traditional jirga through an- 
other resolution has denounced 
the ongoing fighting and bostili* 
ties between the waning Af^an 
factions and had asked for an ear* 
ly cease-fire to such fighting. In 
this respect, it urged United Na^ 
tions. Organisation of Islamic 
Countries, all regional and neigh- 
bouring countries to pressurii^ the 
warring factions to end fighting in 
ttie country. 

It also asked for an early end to • 
every sort of foreign interferenc- 
es in affairs of Afghanistan. 



Resentment over 
Hekmatyar's^ 
statement 

Froim Our Corratpondent 

PESHAWAR - The Peshawar 
based Council for Un(terstanding 
and National Unity of Afghanistan 
has expressed sever resentment 
over recent remarks of an Afghan 
leader and chief of his faction Hiz 
be Island Engineer Gulbadin Hek 
matyar against the institution of 

^ghanistan. 

Through its conununique issued 
1 here on Thursday, CUNUA com- 
monly known as Shura-i-Tafahum 
Afghanistan informed that Hek- 
matyar through a radio' interview 
in order topleasc his Iranian host$, 
has come up once agmn with the 
most outrageous allegations by 
saying it is a US conspiracy and 
that Loya Jir|a had never given 
birth to national leadership. 

He said HeKmatyar remained 
ignorant of the glorious Afghan 
history. ^ . 

The CUNUA reminds Hekmat- 

yar of the fact that Ral^ani and 
Masood, whom he now oppc^, 
were his conwades who had re- 
warded him the slot of Prime Min- 
ister. Thus cannot fool any Afghan 
by raising such ridiculous points. 
Moreover, it was Hekmatyar who 
1 ruined Kabul. 

Of course, once a legal central 
authority is being established in 
Afghanistan. Hekmatyar would be 
defeated 
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Haemorrhagic disease . 
breaks out in Afghanistan^ 

■'■ • ' o: 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - An tract and gums. CCHF, which Is of the saoi^ 

'acute haemorrhagic fever syn- The still unidentified disease family as Ebola, is the name giv^ifi 

drome* has broken out in an iso- was carried by ticks and was highly to a disease first detected in tie 

lated village in western Afganistan contagious through contact with Crimea in 1944 and again in Ms 

and United Nations experts said ticks or infected animals and ha- Congo in 1956. It has also befii 

Thursday they feared it could mians, they said. foundin AsiaandtheMiddlcEait/ 

spread to the nearby city of WHO medical officer Kande- Its last outbreaks were in Pakip 

Herat. . BureO'BaiKamara, who flew to stan and Afghanistan in 1 998.^3 

Fifteen people have died from^ Herat from Geneva last week to Kamara said the WHO v&s 

the disca.se since May and another join a WHO team tasked with working closely with the healM 

25 are possibly infected, thre^ of investigating the outbreak, said authcnities in Hcr^ to limit ^ 

whom arc being treated in a spe- the disease was beinge/amincd spread of the disease. AfghawH 

cially set up isolation unitin Herat and results werfe expected within stanisruledbythefundamentafel 

city hospital, World Health Or- days; ^ ' Taliban militia. 

ganisatipn experts said. /Thesamples havcgonc to South He said it could spread fram 

Victinfi' died within less than Africa 'and we're waiiing for the where it appeared in Shor Qara 

twoweeksofinfecti(Mi,withsymp- tests.' he told AFP after his arrival Gul village, Gulran district, )to 

toms including headaches, fevers in Islamabad, Pakistan. Herat city unless people caring 

andvomlting. ^Clinically it' s comparable with for the victims were informcdk^ 

livits advanced stages massive CCHF (Crimean Congo how to avoid contraction. 

internal haemorrhaging occured, Haemorrhagic Fever) but we still *I am concerned about it spreaA) 

with patients vomiting and def- have to wait for the laboratory ing but we have done health edilR 

elating blood, bleeding into the confirmation before we know for cation and set up isolation unilWa 

skin and from the nose; tmnaix f^re.' .^^ he.said ... . * ^wi* 

♦ 
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Zahir Shah has no 
role to play: Taliban 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Afghan- 
istan ruling Taliban said fonner 
Afghan monarch Zahir Shah has 
no role to play in Afghan politics. 

"We neither recognize nor trust 
Zahir Shah. 

He is only being used for propa- 
ganda/* Taliban permanent envoy 
in New York Abdul Hakim Muja- 
hid has said. 

Iklking to a group of reporters 
here Saturday night Mujahid said 
the former Afghan King can not 
bring peace, as he has no pro- 
gramme. 

The fonner monarch, living in 
exile in Rome, has launched peace 
initiative to pave the way fcM- 
ghan traditional *Loya Jirga* 
(grand assembly). He dispatched 
various delegations to several 
countries including the United 
States, Pakistan, Iran as well as 
Afghanistan for talks with the rul- 
ing Ikliban and opposition North- 
ern Alliance. 

Mujahid said Taliban are una- 
ware of any visit by Zahir Shah's 



Tialiban release 
alleged 
Arab spy ^ ^ 

ISLAMABAD (Hm ^ Af^ 
ghanistari roling Taliban have 
released mMf&isgy diie tp poor 
health cofiditioQ, a Talibaci spdkes^ 
HK^ sad : in Afghaji Southern 

Mmed Bascm' Ato 
mm was rae»^ 
ago Ax)m Kandahar afler he was 
conyicted by talibim' c^ 
spying secKst infcMfmatlpn to at 
fQreig;ivst^,Taliban^p^^ 
Sayyed Tayyab Agli^iSaid -cm 
phone fironi Kahdahir^^. 
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emissaries and said, "We have 
been hearing about such Zahir 
Shah delegation for a couple of 
years". 

The United States recently an- 
nounced support for Zahir Shah's 
proposed *loya jiiga' when a del- 
egation of the fcrnn^" King held 
talks with State Department offi- 
cials in Washington. 

Pakistan Foreign Minis^ Abdul 
Sattar said in an interview with 
IRNA that Islamabad would sup- 
pcMTt ioya jiiga' or any other a^ee- 
ment aft^ Afghans endorse such 
proposals. 

Mujahid said Mr. Zahir Shah is 
doing drawing room politico md 
now the West is also not satisfied 
with his role. He said diffaenc^s 
have emaged within his family. 
**We do not have any cxpectaticms 
from him". 

The Taliban envoy said that ma- 
jority of Afghans believe that So- 
viet invaded Afghanistan because 
of Zahir Shah*s close association 
with Russians. 



Afghanistan to 
import wheat from 
T\irkmenistan 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - A 
Taliban delegation, headed by 
chairman of the Afghan Chamb^ 
of Commerce, Moulvi Abdul 
Haleem Haleemi» is visiting 
Turkmenistan for talks oh impc»t 
of wheat to Afghanistan. 

Mmilvi Hal^mi .told VoA he 
has also held tajiks with a number 
of Afghans based in Turkmenistan 
and ihese Afghans have agreed to 
return to their country . and con- 
tinue their trade. 

Haleemi said that the objective 
behind his visit was to import wheat 
from Turkmenistan and meet the 
Afghans there. 

He said he held talks with Af- 
ghans there, telling them that con- 
ducive atmosphere was prevailing 
in Afghanistan for tr^ because 
there was complete security ai^d 
no hurdle was there in tirade, he 
said. 
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World urged to stop foreign 



interference in Afghanistan 



A drastic change has been no- 
ticed in the poticies of Taliban 
when one of their fading agurei 
has confessed that foreign inter- 
ference in affairs of Afghani- 
stan is the main cause of crisis 
and denounced the global com- 
munity not helping to prevent the 
same. 

According to reports froi^ 
across the border^ Faiz Ahmad 
FkizV a foreign ofRc^ spc^esmaii 
diiring a I^.bciepnf in 
said, "we are unable to ensure 
complete protection to human 
rights in Afghanistan due to in- 
creasing foreign interference 
in t.he affairs of our mother- 
land.^ 

Despite sever insistence, the 
fcM^ign ot^ct spokesman was re- 
lucunt to disclose names of 
those foreign countries and 
forces which were involved in 
interference in Afghanistan, eve- 
ry body knows about them*', he re- 
marked. 

However, the official has shown 
resentment over what he Called 
negative and unrealistic role of 
global conununity. 

He said that despite frequent 
appeals and requests! UNO and 
other influential world fora had 
failed to help and stop^h coun- 
tries of doing so. 

He said that instead of adopUng 
an unrealistic attitude towards the 
Islamic Emirates of Afghanistan, 



the world needs to take a notice 
of intffirflweiKJC in the affairs of Af- 
ghanistan. 

It may be mentioned here that it 
is first time that any Taliban lead- 
er had made such a confession 
and asked the global commu- 
nity to help them in discourage 
ing all those formgn countries and 
forces which are involved in this 
act. . ' • ■■ ^. ' \ . / 

JMany times people of Afgl _ 
. stjp lavjs P^se%^c^a|ainsfthe^ 
Melsing ttteilrel^ if Alghan- 
istaw. ^ 

However, no one from the world 



Peshawar Letter 



has diverted a.ttentions to such hue 

and cry. \ 

But now when changes are vis- 
ible in Pakistan's Afghan policy. 
Taliban leaders have hot only 
made a confession but even 
they are now asking the global 
community to help them get rid 
of such forces which have con- 
verted the beautiful Afghani- 
stan into ruins. Interference in 
affairs of Afghanistan is n<rt new 
thing iHit it started with demar-^ 
cation of the Durand Line in 
1893. 

The outcome of such attempts 
cmild be witnessed % disintegra- 
tion of fornix Soviet Union. 



Despite failure of the former 
British rulers and former Soviet 
Union, a number of countries are 
still working to destabilised Af- 
ghanistan. 

However, $wih c<Hintries do not 
know that people of Afghanistan 
want negotiated settlement of the 
issue. 

He claimed that now situa- 
tion is changed and it is impos- 
siblgforthe|orcia^ 

ghans to fihd out peaceful so- 
lutioUi l/r""' ' 

In pastTwhenever efforts were 
initiated for a reconciliation 
among *tl^ Afghans, those who 
were eiigaged in a proxy war in 
that country, have sabotaged such 

Even for achieving these nefar- 
ious objectives, these foreign 
countries and forces have mis- 
used the global fora like Unit- 
ed Nation, Organisation of the 
Islamic Countries (OIQ and oth- 

And now once again the influ- 
ential fora of Pakhtoons are being 
disintegrtted. And »ich c^jscrva- 
tions of an Afghan nationalist 
could be confirmed tteough a ccw: 
fession made by a high Taliban 
leader Faiz Mohammad Faiz 
who is asking the global com- 
munity to help them in ttndi* 
cation of foreipi interfmnce in 
Afghanistan. 
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Kabul refuses to 

import flour 
from Islamabad 



ISLAMABAD. June 29: Kabul 
has refused to import flour from 
Islamabad against hard cash, 
and has informed Islamabad 
that it will buy wheat only 
through its designated agents. 

Kabul has also refused to 
accept the price which 
Islamabad has asked for the 
conunodity. 

A meeting was held here on 
Wednesday between the senior 
officials of the ministry of food, 
agriculture and livestock, for- 
eign office and a delegation 
f rom Af ghardstan. 

The delegation is currently 
visiting Pakistan to finalize die 
arrangements for the import of 
Q2S million tons of wheat 

Sources said the following 
matters had been discussed at 
the meeting: the quantity of 
wheat to be exported, export 
price and acceptable currency 
to cover the export of wheat to 
Afghanistan. 

They added that Pakistan had 
agreed to export wheat instead 
of flour, as had been demanded 
by the Kabul government. But 
Pakistan authorities had made 
it clear to the Kabul govern- 
ment that wheat would be 
exported to Afghanistan at the 
"government to government" 
level and payment would be 
made in US dollars, they said. 



By Our Correspondent 

The sources said the delega- 
tion from Afghanistan had 
expressed concern, saying that 
it would not be in a position to 
purchase wheat from Pakistan 
a^inst US dollars. They added 
that later it had been agreed 
that the Afghan government 
would engage the services of 
private importei's who would 
deposit money with the govern- 
ment of Pakistan and would be 
given allocated amounts of 
wheats 

The soiurces said the Afghan 
delegation had asked the 
Pakistan government to provide 
wheat against the rupee. But 
Islamabad had expressed its 
inability to do so, they said. 

The sources added that the 
Afghan delegation h^d refused 
to buy wheat flour, saying that 
they needed only wheat b^use 
the imported wheat could be 
stored for a period of at least 
diree years. 

They said the delegation had 
been of the view that the milled 
wheat was more expensive from 
wheat, which they could use 
according to their own needs. 

Meanwhile, the Pakistan 
Flour Mills Association (Punjab 
chapter) has urged the Centre 
to lift a ban on the inter- provin- 
cial movement of wheat. 

In a letter to the Centre, the 



Association said the only solu- 
tion to prevent wheat from 
going bad was to supply it to the 
provinces where it was 
required. 

TURKMENISTAN: A TaUban 
delegation, headed by the chair- 
man of the Afghan Chamber of 
Commerce, Maulvi Abdul 
Haleem Haleemi, is visiting 
Turkmenistan for talks on 
imp<»t of wheat to Afghanistan, 
adds NNL 

Maulvi Haleemi informed 
VoA that he had also held talks 
with a number of Afghans based 
in. Turkmenistan and these 
Afg^bans had agreed to return to 
their country and continue their 
trade. 

**We promised them that if 
they face any problem in 
Afghanistan we will solve it. 
They promised to come to 
Afghanistan and invest in the 
country. They also promised to 
send aid for die droi^t affected 
people of the country," he said. 

"We have close trade rela- 
tions with Turkmenistan 
because the countty has op«ied 
two ports for us. We also have 
good trade relations with Iran 
and the Islam Qala route is open 
for trade," he noted. 

He said Afghanistan was con- 
tinuing exports of dry fruits and 
other commodities. 
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Taliban 
protest 
airspace 
violations 



KABUL, June 1: Taliban have 
protested to the United Nations 
over ^e alleged violation of its 
airspace by Uzbekistan's jet 
fighters, officials said onj 
Thursday. 

In a letter to the UN, Kabul 
warned Uzbekistan a^dnst any 
further intrusions by its planes, 
Taliban Information Minister 
Qudratullah Jamal told 
reporters. 

**We have informed the; 
United Nations that theyi 
(Uzbekistan) should stop such; 
acts and solve issues through 
negotiations,** he said. 

He said Uzbek jet fighters 
violated Afghan airspace twice 
on Tuesday and once on 
Wednesday in the northern 
region. He said each time a lone 
jet penetrated up to three kilo- 
metres (1.8 miles) into Afghan 
airspace. 

The Taliban air defence sys- 
tems did not fire at the intrud- 
ers because the militia, which 
holds most of Afghanistan, was 
"keen to maintain normal ties** 
mth its neighbours, the minis* 
tersaid. 

"We have, however, already 
announced that we would 
defend ourselves in the face of 
any attack,** he said. 

Taliban jets have been con- 
ducting manoeuvres over Kabul 
in the past two days. 

The Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) said the protest letter was 
handed to the UN office in 
Islamabad. 

The letter warns Uzbekistan 
of "serious consequences** if its 
planes carry out any fresh viola- 
tions, it added. 

UZBEKISTAN'S DENIAL: 
Uzbekistan on Thursday dis- 
missed protests by Taliban 
that its military jets have 
repeatedly violated Afghan air- 
space. 

"We regard these reports as 
disinformation aimed at inter- 
national public opinion,** the 
Uzbek foreign ministry in 
Tashkent said.— AFP/DPA 
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Taliban lodge protest 
with Uzbek embassy 



ISLAMABAD (NNI)- Afghani- 
Stan ruling Taliban Thursday for- 
mally lodge protest with 
Uzbekistan over air^ spa^ viola- 
tion by Uzbek planes^ 

Afghan ambi^sadorto Pakistan 
Maulvi Sycd' ^* Mohammad 
Haqqani told a group of 
Islamabad-based Arab jounial- 
ists that Uzbekistan's ftghter 
planes violated Al^han air space 
on May 30th and MCay 3 Ul 

Haqqani said that a protest note 



was handed over to the Uzbek 
embassy in Islamabad, urging 
the Central Asian repobltc to 
halt violations of Afghan terri- 
tory, / \ 

\ He said Taliban govemn»nt has 
also complained to the United Na^ 
ti<;ms of viola^on of Afghan air 
^pace by Uzbek planes. 

He sakl Uzbek plai^ ent^^ 
into Afghan air space up to one 
kilometer two times on May 30 
and again on May 31. 



Taliban to set Up 
HR commission, 
says Mutawakkil 

ISLAMABAD(NNI).. Afghani- 
stan ruling Taliban say they intend 
to set up a commission which 
would respond to International 
criticism a^ut human rights vio- 
lations in Afghanistan. 

Taliban Foreign Minister WakU 
Ahmed Mutawakkil told the BBC 
Pashto service in an interview that 
there was no such commissicMi in 
Afghanistan. ! 

•There was unfounded criticism 
about the Islamic Emirate poli- 
cies. So we plan to form the com- 
mission that will serve as a 
source for providing informa<- 
tion about the human righu and 
will serve the Islamic Emirate, 
Mutawakil said. 
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Taliban flay 
EGO invitation 
to Rabbani 

ISIjyv!ABAD(NW 
Stan ruling Taliban Biday con- 
tenuied invitation to (Hsated 
Ral^l government in tl^ ECO 
Summit meeting in Tebran «nd 
said ''Afghan Islamic Bmin^'' 
woukl not be bound to accef^ any 
decision of the groumng. 

*lt is highly unfortunate that 
those people Imve been invited to 
re{»esent Afghanistan, wto even 
do not live in cities but have taken 
shelter in mountains," Afghan 
ambassador Maulvi Syed 
Muhammad Haqqani sakl. 

Hac^ani told NNI that Taliban 
control allHgcittes,inchidingeapt- 
tal Kabul, all airpcvts and govern- 
ment c^paitnaents Imt tbty have 
been deprived of their right to rep- 
resent Afghanistan. 

*The ECO summit organism 
^ouldasktl^oustedAfj^iimPtesi- 
dent as to how he will implement 
decisions of the Tehran sununit 
when they have no existence in 
Afghanistan,**'he said. 
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Taliban protest to UN on 
airspace 'violation' by Uzbek jets 



CNI 



CM 

A 

z 

o 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban mllitiahas protested 
to the United Nations over the al- 
leged violation of its airspace by 
Uzbekistan's jet fight^s, officials 
said Thursday. 

In a letter to the UN, Kabul 
warned Uzbekistan against any 
further intrusions by its planes, 
Taliban Information Minster 
Qudratullah Jamal told r^ort- 
ers. 

* We have informed the United 
Nations that they (Uzbekistan) 
should stop such acts and solve 
issues through negotiations,* lanmi 

'Afghanistan ; 
being victimised 
on drugs issue' 

RAWALPINDI (Online) - Af- 
ghan Ambassador Syed 
Mohammad Haqqani has said his 
country was a victim of baseless 
propaganda from the West on the 
issue of drug manufacture and traf- 
ficking, adding 7^iban had im- 
posed curbs on poppy cultivation. 

Talking to joumsSists at a ifiinc- 
tion to observe *Intatiational Day 
against Drug Abuse and Illicit Traf- 
ficking' here he said the Western 
countries instead of propagandis- 
ing agmrist Afghanistan should take 
steps to curb the desire of drugs in 
their countries. 

He said concrete measures 
should be taken to block all pas- 
sages of drugs smuggling to these 
countries. 

In response to a query, he said, 
**we have repeatedly told the United 
Nations to provide alternate earn- 
ing means for people associated 
with poppy cultivation to combat 
this menace. 



said. 

He said that Uzbek jet fighters 
violated Afghan airspace twice on 
Tuesday and once on W«lnesday^ 
in the noithoti regic^. 

Jamal said each time a lone jet 
penetrated up to three kilometers 
(1 .(miles) into Afghan air space. 

The Taliban air defence sys- 
tems did not fire at the intruders 
because the Islamic militia, 
which holds most of Afghani- 
stan, was 'keen to maintain ncntnal 
ties' with its i^ighbours, the min- 
ister said. 
* We have, however, ahready an- 



nounced that we would defend 
oiurselves in the face of any at- 
tack,' be said. 

Taliban jets have been conduct- 
' ing manoeuvres over the Afghan 
capital Kabul in the past two days. 

In Pakistan, the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) said tl^ protest letter 
was handed to the UN office in 
Islamabad by the Taliban em- 



1 



The letter warns Uzbekistan of 
serious consequences if its planes 
carry out any fresh violations, 
the Pakistan-based private agency 
said. 

AIP quoted Taliban sources as 
saying Uzbek jets entered Afghan 
airspaceatHairatanaa:osstheAmu 
river which forms the border be- 
tween the two countries. 

Uzbekistan, which is accused 
by the Islamic militia of aiding 
the Afghan opposition northern 
alliance, does not recognise 
Taliban rale in the war-torn coun- 
try. 

The protest comes in the wake of 
tension between the Taliban and 
Moscow a^r Russia earlier this 
month threatened air strikes 
against ' suspectedtir#ii^| 
bamps in Afghanii^tW'for 
Chechen r^ls. 

Taliban autlKuities have repeat- 
edly warned neighbouring 
Uzbddstan andTajikistan — Mos- 
cow's key allies in Central Aj^^ 
against allowing Russia the use o 
tli^ir bases or airspace for any at- 
tacks on Afghanistan. 



'No Afghan fighters in Chechnya' 



ISLAMABAD, June 8: 
Afghanistan's Taliban regime 
has denied reports about the 
presence of Afghan fighters in 
Russian-controlled Chechnya 
and Daghestan, the Afghan 



Islamic Press (AIP) agency said 
onHiursday. 

AIP quoted the Taliban 
ambassador in Pakistan, 
Sayed Mohammad Haqqani, 
as saying that Afghan 



Mujahideen had no bases there, 
as alleged, nor could reach 
there. 

Haqqani said the allegation 
was meant to mislead the world 
public opinion.— -DPA 
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DATELINE ISLAMABAD 



M. Ziauddin 



A sitting with 



THE Other day I spent a couple of hours 
with the Afghan ambassador in Paldstan, 
Maulvi Sayed Mohanunad Haqqani, and 
the Taliban government's permanent rep- 
resentative-designate to the UN» Abdul 
Hakeem Mujahid, who is visiting 
Islamabad these da^s. It was a refreshing 
experience for me for more than one rea^ 
son. Mild^nannered and soft*sp(^cen, bodi \ 
the gentlemen were humility personified. 
The topics which came up for discussion 
were not in any way sensational and the 
position taken by these two Afghan di^o* 
mats on these issues were not any diffarent 
from the declared position of their govern- 
ment 

But to my pleasant surprise, there was 
neither the thick touch of doctrinaire in 1^ 
their answers, which one usually detects I 
when talking to proponents of ideas dial- 
lenging conventional wisdom and estab- 
hshed international norms, nor was tiiere 
any impati^ce on their part whai Adding 
searching questions or responding to views 
that clashed with their known positions. ; 

More refreshing was the fact that sud- i 
denly one felt that one could not on]^ have^^ 
direct access to the Afghan embassy in J 
Islamabad but that one could also cmnmu^ 
nicate directly with the Taliban representa- i 
tives in Pakistan widumt the so-called local j 
'handlers' trying to stage-manage the 
event. One of the two other professional 
colleagues of mine who were also inresent r 
at the meeting, partiodarly mentioned tbs 
need for easy and ready accessiMiity to the, • 
press while responding to Maulvi . 
Haqqani's request for suggestions £rom the r 
three guests on \^at to do to improve the 
image of the Taliban government which, in 
the opinion of the ambassador, has been, 
tarnished by the propaganda pf the 
Western media. . \ 

The youthful Maulvi Haqqani had a pep ! 
manent snule on his face throughout the < 
conversation. He said the Taliban goymi- . 
ment was not waging any war agaiost the ^ 
Northern Alliance, but it was the oth^ way . 
round. How do then they plan to restore 
peace to Afghanistan? Well, there, is no, 
need for us to wage a war. The comman- 
ders of the other side are defecting over to 
the Taliban side, and this would lead one 
day, soon, to permanent peace in our coun- 
try. This defection process has caused 
panic in the camp of those outsiders who 
are helping ihe Northern Alliance* That is 
why the Russian threats to bomb the so- 
caUed training camps inside our cotmtry. 

In fact, some of the Russian generals 
were also seen fighting against us recently 




and on the side of the Northern Alliance, attempts 1^ King Zafair ^lah to caU a Lc^ 
perhaps to bolster the sagghig morale of ^ Jirga. He said it was a non^^tartar as the 
theotherside. -t: m^bm of ^ ro^ lao^ 

Why hasnt the Taliban government sue- su^ortm did not know v^t di^ mnted 
ceeded so f^r in winning recognition from : to achieve by stagiiig this event. When 
its o^ar neighbours? Well, th^ are unto tiadked far his canmaiis on the recent pub^ 
the infhMnce of the Russians, and Moscow, vUc ttatemairK of the diie^ executive, Gaa 
therefore, has been able to manipulater * Penm Missham^ tibat Paktoan needs to 
tiiiem against our government We are not be Maidfy widiltibe Taliban governmait 
in the business of exporting our ideokgy to : becaiiae it wants to be <m the ri^t aide <rf 
our ndghbouri. But the parception, thanks the Pu^btoons, M^afaid « hint and 
to the Western media, pmUts* As km^ as llsaid thii particular statement of the CB 
there is tiurmoil in A^anistan; ^ nwly^ had caught the attenti<m^ of the Al^hans 
independent Central Asian cotmtries idUuf and th^w discussing it at various^ 
continue to be denied an alternative 1^ 

route and they will, ^erefore, ccmtinue to insisted ^t the T^diban were not m edmk 
depend for their trade with outside waid gn^ of a xsami 

on the routes which go tl^ough K^Mda. ibliloim^ who, he'^ 

This is in Russia's eccmmnie and diptomatk^f sa^^ lisrl nc^ edbtmc Pushtoons. * ' ^ 
interest and, therefore, Moscow's despera* Ihe twoA((^^ 
tion to keep pur country in perpetual , uindy, worried at Ae devastation diat has 
W^^^avaL- ^ 

That the^Taliban have an image problan in their country, A]rea%, agriculture. ^ 
is dear like the blue sky. Tliat the^major ■ mainstay of die eoomcw <^ tds 20 mfflim^ 
contributing factor in living the TaUban strong jcoimtry was^^i^ because 
this negative unage is die tmgoing dvil war of long^irmwn war. And now tliA agrioitore 
inside Afghanistan is also not in dispute;, j prodijictiim has dropped to sece and the cat* 
What, however, is missed by many ia the tie were dlyhig by^ hui^lxeda^^^^^ day 
fact diat this vay imag^ of Taliban i^^^ 

ment is the biggest hurdle in the way of j Ambassadar Baqqani, paiiaps in order 
bringing the dvil war to an end^^War rein-,- to spotlight the seriousness of the situa* 
forces the image and the image, fuels the r tion, rdatod a harrowing^ry: A family 
war. Almost likea chicken-and*egg 8itua*^^which had decided to move from a 
tion^i - * iV drought^tricken locaiity but unable to^ 

We did not have time to discuss in detail : take their childrai along dedded to leave 
the contributions of Osama bin l4tden's ^^^em bdbiind 

continued presence in Afghanistan or the diildren to bed and plaeeda pot full ^ poi* 
establishment of the Chedien embassy in soned curd dunking that wfaai diey woke 
the country in compounding the^image up next maming, the ddldreawould eat it 
problems of die Taliban govamnmtiAlsOtVi and die; Bowevar, during die night a snake 
we did not talk about the growing per«^ its pos^cmnear die pot, and the chil* 
don kiside Pakistan that misguided groups dren i^^en they woke up sed^ die snake i 
mthin Pakistan drawing their distorted ran away^ without eatUig the curd. The 
insphradon lrom die TaMban governmaithi 4 nei^^ 

Kabul were contributing significantly to i curd thinking that the snake mii^t have 
the localitroubles, eq;>eda% the^sectarian n contaminated it, took die diildren with • 
troubles and pardy also to the emerging them as diey were alao leat^ 
social upheavals. ; vr r v< j^^ search of food, found liie parents of the 

Responsible government leadeia, both in ri! diildrai at the next Stop and 

the previoiis government and in the pre-, ^ova*. , : , 

sent one, have from time to dine requested .. More than the ndrade idiich saved the 
die Taliban ^»vemment iK>t to laq;>art arms r childrm from certahi death i^iat luxrrified 
training to Pakistanis inside Afghanistan , me was the fact duit tto drou^t is not aily 
and which has served as an indirect killing man and animal but it is also 
endorsement of the percepdon of some destroying the human soul itself, 
diat the Taliban government was sanehow Dumblounded as I was when the story 
engaged kiaq^rting its ideology to i^ own came to its ead» I eould not but wisli diat 
friend and helper of the last resort, those ^dio want to bomb diis countiy and 
Pakistan. i diose wlto warn to put mani sn^ 

Abdul Hadceem Mujahid bru^ed aside, may, far a diange, do some sail-aearching 
widi total contempt, the recait reports oL;^^ 
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Taliban slam US plan of 
more sanctions on Kabul 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Taliban 
h^vc condemned a reported move 
by the United States to impose 
more economic curbs on Afghani- 
stan, asking Washington to stop 
using pressure tactics. 

Afghan ambassador Maulvi 
Syed Muhammad Hac^ani said 
Thursday that TiOiban are calUng 
for the settlement^of disputes 
thitnighdialoguebutuitfoitunately 
Washington is pursuing the policy 
of sanctions. ; ^ 

Haqqani was reaiC|iog to a state- 
ment by the US Unddr Secretery of 
StateThomas Picking thiu Wash- 
ington would have noolher option 
but to impose more sanctions on 
the Taliban if the US concinns on 
terrorism were not addressed to. 

The UN Security Council im- 
pc^ US-sponsored economic and 
aviation sanctions on war-battered 
Afghanistan in October last year 
after Taliban refused to expel 
Osama bin Laden from Afghani- 
stan. 

*The United States ask other 



countries to resolve difference 
through dialogue but it is itself 
acting contrary to its own policy 
and is bent upon using pressure 
tactics and policy of coercion in 
tl^ case of Afghanistan" the Af- 
ghan ambassador said. 

"We have held series of talks 
wlth^UnitedSti^amlareready 
tor ooutinuie the process to resolve 
all (Uspute peacefully,*^ Haqqani 
insisted. ' , r 

He ^d Afghmi Islamic Emirate 
has floated various' proposals to 
the United States to find out solu- 
tion to problems, howeva*, Wash- 
ingtcm has regrettably not posi- 
tively respond^ to any of the pro- 
posal. 

*The 20 years of war and the 
present worst drought have made 
lives of tiiA people miserable and 
they need help. 

But unfortunately the United 
States has launched fresh move to 
impose more sanctions on Af- 
ghans,** he regretted. 

Meanwhile. BBC reported tiiat 



Taliban authorities have closed a 
big camp at a time when Foreign 
Minister Abdul Sattar has arrived 
in Washington to discuss, beside 
other tilings, tiie issue of terrorism 
in Afghanistan. 

According to tiic repwt, RisWior 
camp, whm Pakistan mid Arab 
nationals w^ tiKHigte to be get* 
ting traiiting has been closed. 
\ However»thereUfM>r(»pc»ti^^ 
die fiMe ctf its pievlous dweiimt 

A FraiK^e-based expert of Af- 
ghan politics. Dr. Usman Taraki; 
commo^ti ng on Taliban decision 
said camps oi some Islandcgroups 
like Laskar-e-Jhangvi and 
Mujahid-al-Barq wm repoitedly 
presoit even whenTaliban had nm 
got contrd over the whole Af- 
jhanistan. ' ■ § 

tie said western mema reports 
used to say thi^ tiiese groups were 
supported by Bin Laden. 

**If Taliban want to secure inter- 
national credibility they w<nild 
have to accept legal demaiids of 
the international community". 



Kabul moves UN against Russia 



ISLAMABAD, June 10: The 
head of the ruling Taliban move- 
ment's intelligence service com- 
plained on Saturday to the 
United Nations about Russian 
interference in Afghanistan. 

Qari AhmaduUah said in a 
statement .to a Pakistan-based 
news agency that Russia was 
attempting to bolster opposition 
leader Ahmad Shah Masood, 
who is holed up in his native 
Panjsher valley. 

Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
quoted him as saying in a letter 
to the United Nations Security 
Council that a series of defec- 
tions by guerilla commanders 
from Masood*s camp was caus- 
ing concern in Russia. 

Qari Ahmadullah denied 
Russian charges and Western 
intelligence reports that 
Chechen separatist Mujahideen 
were training on Afghan soil. 



** We will not allow anyone use 
our land as a platform for 
aggression,** AIP quoted him as 
saying. 

Russia's Interfax news agency 
said on Saturday that the 
Taliban movement was massing 
men and arms in the north of 
the country in an apparent sign 
of plans to attack rebel-held 
areas. 

The^ deployment was close to 
Afghanistan's border with ex- 
Soviet Uzbekistan. 

Interfax said the Taliban mili- 
tia had stationed up to 250 men 
as well as tanks and missiles at 
the river port of Khairoton, 15 
km south of Uzbek border town 
Termez. 

It said 12 tanks, 15 Stinger 
missile laimchers, several wide- 
calilH-e machine guns, armoured 
troop carriers, and anti-aircraft 
guns had been deployed at 



Khairoton, near a railway bridge 
connecting Af ^anistan with the 
ex-Soviet Union. 

The movmnent started about a 
week ago, Ihtorf ax said. 

The agency suggested tKe 
Taliban might be planning to 
attack the northern rebel 
strongholds in Kunduz and 
Baglan. > 

The Taliban, which is not 
recognised as a government by 
the world community, has 
allowed a Chech^ MujaJiideen 
embassy in Kabul, to Moscow's 
inti^ise angor. 

Qari Ahmadullah warned of 
''dangerous consequences** if 
Russia was not stopped from 
interference in Afghanistan, 
adds dpa news agency. 

He said if Russia was not 
stopped then "the region may 
once again slip into destruc- 
tion.**-— Agencies 
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China donates 
relief goods for 
Afghan refugees 

. PESHAWAR (APP)-^ Gov- 
emment of Peoples* Rq>ublic of 
China hat donated relief goods 
worth Rs 10.2 milUcm for Af* 
ghan Refugees living in NWFP. 

The relief items cmisist df dail)f 
necessities, stationary anci medi- 
cines, to %e distributed amongst 
the Afghan Refugees in NWFE 

Goods were handed-over to die 
Afghan Commissionorate formal- 
ly at a cdremon^ teld at Azakhel, 
about twentyfive (25) kilometres 
from here Monday. Conunmid 
Officer Embassy of China Mr 
Chen Chao, Additicmal Conunis- 
sioner Afghan Refiigees, NWFP 
Ghulam Nabi Khan and Col.(R) 
Altaf-ur-Rdunan, S! (M) Medical 
Consultant, Ministry of S APRON 
were also preset m the occasion. 

Chen Chao, speaking on this 
occasion said thik Chinese Gov- 
ernment was keen to help the Af- 
ghan Refugees and assured that 
more finandal assistance would be 
^tended in future. Ghulam Nabi' 
Khan, Additional Commissimier, 
Afghan Refugees Commissioner- 
iite thanked the Chinese govoti- 
ment for providing assistance for 
the Afghan Refugees. Earlier Dr 
Imranzeb Khan, Conmiissioner 
Afghan Refugees Imefed the Chi- 
iiese delegation at his office re- 
garding the role of Afghan Com- 
missionerate and appised them of 
matters potaining to the affairs of 
Afghan Refugees in NWFR 
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>^^an\stan q>iews capping 



CE 'to help end 
Afghan wir. 



KABUL (AFP) - Ousted Af- 
ghan President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani has asked Pakistanis militaiy 
ruler to convince the ruling Tali- 
ban militia to negotiate an end to 
the civil war here, opposition of- 
ficials said Monday. 

Senior opposition spokesman 
Abdullah said Rabbani met Gen- 
eral Pervez Musharraf on the side- 
lines of the Economic Cooperation 
Oi^ganization Summit in Teheran 
last week. 

*Ustad (Rabbani) told Pervez 
Musharraf that th^re was no mili- 
tary solution to the Afghan issue,* 
Abdullah said. *He told him also 
t^t the Afghan war has and will 
firther affect Pakistan/ 

He said Musharraf assured Rab- 
bani that Pakistan wanted a peace- 
ful settlement to the war. The Rab- 

bani-leid anti-Taliban groups ac- 
cuse Pakistan of supporting the 
ruling militia which controls most 
of the country. 

Rabbani still holds Afghani- 
stands seat at the United Nationi 
as well as most Afghan missions 
overseas. • 

The Taliban are only recognized 
by Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Rabbani also had talks with the 
Presidents of neighbouring Iran, 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Turic- 
mcnistan at the ECO summit. 

The Taliban was not invited to 
the summit and strongly opposed 
Rabbani*s paiticipationvSaying he 
had no right to represent Afghani- 
stan. 

The ECO groups Pakistan, Iran, 
Turkey, Afghanistan and six Cen- 
tral Asian states. 
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Harkat flays 
Russian threats 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The 
leader of Harkat-e-Inqilab-e- 
Islami, Maulvi Mohammad Nabi 
Mohammad! has condemned Rus- 
sian threats of attacking Taliban- 
controlled areas in Afghanistan. 

'*Russia should not sound such 
threats as it will yield negative 
result. 

Moscow should use wisdom. If 
Russia ignited a fire, it will not 
remain confin^to one point as its 
flames would spread across the 
region," Muhamitiadi told VO A in 
an interview. / 

He said that Rus^a will also face 
a serious intepiatioiial reaction and 
will bum in the flames it is now 
igniting* Russia should, therefore, 
not repeat its-mistake. 

He urged Moscow to hold talks 
with Taliban if it has some prob- 
lem with them, Taliban are people 
of principles and justice and all the 
problems will be resolved if they 
arc contacted. 

He asked the Islamic world to 
come to the support of Taliban if 
Russia launches attack against 
Afghanistan. 
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Rabbani to chair 
Opposition 
meeting 

staa's ousttd' President 
Burhuniddin Rabbani on Mon- 
day wastochidratop>ievelnieet- 

ij^p^^j^ ^ji^ ^^^^^^ js^ij^jp^tjfc ^fi^ ^tH^^fl^ ^^i^^^fcij^'i'^fc^jjpjji . 
I country, an ojppo^tHm ^ioke$« 
man hm told AFP» . 

Th« Afghan embassy In 
Diislianlie, whicli J? loyal to 
Rablianiy said that the meeting 
wooMi take >Iace In a base of 
anti*Tallban commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood, without 
ighi^ ftirther d^aHs fbr seen- 
[ rity reas<Hii. partlc^ants 
! ware to assess the mlUtary and 
' IHAtici4 dtua^ in the coun* 
try, wtere ojp^osMon forces re»' 
i eently laun^ed a counter i^fen* 
[ dve to neutndise gains by tiie 
Biling Taliban Islamic mflltlsu' 
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Afghans united against 
Russia: Hekmatyar 



ISLAMABAD (APP) - Chief of 
the Hizb*e-Islami Afghanistan 
Gulbadin Hekmatyar has said that 
Afghans will defend every inch of 
their homeland unitedly in case of 
kttssian aggression. 

In an interview with Voice of 
America he said, It is not impor- 
tant for us to think as to who is 
ruling Kabul. "We will only con- 
sider the defence of our country's 
independence and sovereignty as 
our responsibility." 

He called upon all Afghans to 
join hands to counter these threats. 

He said, the Russians should 
know that by doing so they will 
be repeating their failed exp<m* 
ence. It consequences wilt be more 
serious than their previous de- 
feat. 

H^cmatyar said, Russian threats 



arebaselessa^onlyexcuse.There 
are neither ^y Chechen fighters 
in Afghanistan hor training camps 
for them. Afghanistan is not even 
close to the Chechen border. 

He said Afghan groups which 
are encouraging Moscow for 
such attack and assured the 
Russians that the situation in 
Afghanistan is conducive for . 
such an attack, are repea^g the 
mistake of the Communists and 
their fate will be the same as of the 
communists. 

Elaborating the Russian dijec* 
tives behind these threats said, 
thefurstthingis^Pr^idoitPutin . 
wants to please the army and get its 
support as the army might wel- 
come such a step may l^lp it in 
regaining its lost honour in Af- 
ghanistan. 



Hekmatyar terms ^Loya 
Jirga' an American plot 



ISLAMABAD (NNI)-Describ- 
ing the *Loya Jirga* errand assem- 
bly) as an American conspiracy 
former Afghan Prime Mbiister and 
Chief of Hizb-e-Islami Epgineer 
Hekmatyar said the United States 
is floating the idea to impose a 
puppet government on Afghans. 

**TTie former Afghan king has 
assigned duty of convening the 
•jirga* to those who have become 
foreigners and have forgotten their 
mother tongue," Hekmatyar told 
Radio Tehran in an interview. 

He said those people are pro- 
moti ng the idea of *Loy a Jirga did 
not take part in Afghan jehad 
against former Soviet Union and 



/ . 

had been living in Europe and US 
during the war. *Thcy did not even 
know the problem of the Afghan 
people," he added. 

The ex-Afjghan premier de- 
manded holding of elections in 
Afghanistan to determine the fti- 
ture leadership of the country. 

**We want to ask organtziers of 
the jirga how the Rome meeting's 
decision about will be implemented 
in Afghanistan. We ask them what 
are their objectives behind the 
move and what is their view about 
Communists and Rus»a*\ He said 
the Russian secret agency KGB had 
plannedandbfougltt BatH^ak Karmal 
and destroyed Afghanistan. 



NATIOM 3 0 JUN 2000 




NATION 0 6 JUN 2000 



Taliban responsible 
Russian threat: 



PESHAWAR - Haji Saad Ma- 
look Shinwari, a Icadar of the Af- 
ghan National Liberation Front 
while expressing his concern over 
Russian threat to Afghanistan, has 
held Taliban responsible for it. 

In a Press release issued here on 
Thursday, Haji Saad Malook Shin- 
wari who belong to the border 
Nangarhar province of Afghani- 
stan ha&said that Taliban who haye 
been mmosdd by fimga f(xce$ aie 
"Inl^rliShg tslliil mMiSefdti' 
ous designs. Sinulariy, they just fwr 
the pleasure of tiiieir foreign mas- 
ters have not only converted Af- 
ghanistan into a big {nison house 
where its occupants are enjoying 



From Our Corr#spon<tont 

peace and security but they are 
deprived of their basic rights and 
freedom of expression. 

Hie Afghan elder has also d^^ 
nounced the Externa!, policies of 
Taliban, alleging that they have 
isolated to Afghanistan in the 
world He was tjf the view tiiat 
Talibaii had failed to run affaks of 
war revaged Afghanistan: He said 
Jhi^ need to j^nfessihe^ failure 

4ffiF'must lct%e^pea^ n^iators 
for transfmring power to an inter- 
im govemmmit He was of the firm 

. beUefdut only through sudiste{», 
peace and stability can r^um in 
Afghanistan otherwise no fme can 
stop Russian or miy sti^ of 



issuing threats. . 

Haji Saad Malook while de- 
nouncing the Russian threat to 
Afghanistan, has said that Russian 
defeat at hands of Afghans, He 
added'tiiat what ever may be the 
intornal situation in Afghanistan 
biit iu people are ^e^mdtatd to 
{nt)tect sovmigs^ and sdid»ity 
of Uieir mo^imand. However, he 
said that TiOUMun hS^^g^^^ 

activities and narcotics. He caUbd 
t^on peace loving, patriotic and 
democratic minded Afghans to 
fci*ge unky amongst UMfiir ranks for 
puffing Afghaidstan and itj| people 
out of exiiilng crises. ^ 



Muj addedi warns 
jRlassia against attack 



From Our Correspondent 



PESHAWAR - Former Afghan 
President and chief of the Afghan 
National Liberation! Front Prof.^ 
Sibghat Ullah Mujaldadi, while\ 
expressing his concern over recent 
Russian Sureatto Afghanistan, 
has urged the Russia not to at- ^ 
tack Afghanistan all the Af- 
ghans are united to defend their 
motherland. ^ 

Prof. Sibghat Ulli^ Mujaddadi 
through a Press release has said, 
"the recent Russian threat of 
bombing Afghanistan is very 
strange, as it was bitterly defeated 
in the previous war. He said un- 
fortunately the differences 
among the Afghans have given 
an opportunity to Russia to is- 
sue such statements.** 



"Had our brothers foUowed Al- 
mighty Allah rules today we 
wmWmi have fallen victim to 
sucnthreats. 

/ Sibghat Ullah Muj addadi wIk> is 
residing in Dounark said, "Rus- 
sians and other ^emies of Af- 
ghanistan must remember and 
know that all Afghans aie united 
against their enemies. 

Meanwhile, a known rdigioiM 
figure and of^itimi leacter Maul- 
vi Fazal Hadi Shinwui while 
nouncing the Russian Uueat has 
said that TUiban and Mujahideen 
would jointly re^sist any atuick 
against Afghanistan. He said ^t 
before ^i^g about new attack* 
the Russian must remember their 
past defeat. 
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UN seeks aid for drought 



.4 



UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - 
ThcUIlitcdNalio^lW«»WTlws• 
day for 67 raillion doWm in aid 
for victims of the worst drought 
to hit AfghanisUB in 29 years. 

Forty-eight inillion dollars is 
needed f(^ food securi^, the acting 
UN coordinatorfor Afghanistan, 
Ahmad Farah, said in a state- 
ment issued in Islamabad. 

Another 1 2.8 million dollars 
was required to protect livestock 
and crops from the effects of the 
drought, which had seriously af- 
fected all parts of the country, 

he said. 

* Rain-fed crops in the north 
have failed almost completely, 
and preliminary estimates are that 
the cereal deficit niay be as high 
as two million metric tonnes 



compared to 1. 1 million tonnes 
last year,' he added. 

He recalled that Afghanistan 
requires between 4.0 and 4.5 
million tonnes of cereals a year, 
and said that over the coming 12 
months at least IMf of Afghani- 
stan's 22 million people may be 
affected. 

'Three to four million people 
may be severely affected and 
another eight to 12 million mod- 
erately affected,* he said. 

The drought was the most se- 
vere in Afghanistan since 1971 
and *new assessments show that 
the sijtuation is even more wide- 
spreiuiUian previously estinwted,* 

he said. .'' 

Farah said 2 4 million dollars 
would be needed for drinking 



water an4 sanitation in urban 
and rural areas and 2.7 miHion 
dollars for contingency planning. 

Another 113,C»G dollars was 
earmark04 ft>r preventive health 
700*000 dpllars was needed for 
co-ordina|ion, roonitoring and 
evaluation, he said. 

Farah emphasised that any re- 
sumption of hostilities in Af- 
ghanistan may worsen the situa- 
tion and result in further num- 
bers of displaced people. 

He recalled that donor coun- 
tries had Sent a message to the 
ruling Taliban Islamist move- 
ment and to its opponents in the 
north of tSe country, reminding 
them of tfeir responsibilities to 
people in^c areas under their 

' control.: ' 



UN warns of food crisis in Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD, June t: Millions of 
Afghans face a serious food crisis due to 
severe drought that destroyed almost all 
the crops in the country, says a joint report 
of the United Nations World Food 
Programme (WFP) and the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

The situation is expected to worsen in 
coming months, if additional food aid were 
not provided to the drought-hit areas, says 
the report released this week by the two 
organizations. 

"This report is most alarming I have been 
involved with", said WFP Afghanistan 
director Mike Sackett. 

Urgent assistance was "needed to pro- 
vide seeds for the upcoming rain-fed wheat 
season and feed for livestock,** the report 
said. 

The report, prepared by a joint FAO- 
WFP mission that visited 17 Afghan 
provinces, said that rain-fed wheat and bar- 
ley had almost totally failed, except in a 
few pockets. The irrigated cereal crops 
were down by 33 per cent 



By Our Correspondent 

The mission attributed production prob- 
lems to a 70-90 per cent dedhje in precipi- 
tation diis year. 

It estimated a total cereal production for 
year 2000 at 1.82 million tons against a 
national need of over 4 million tons, down 
44 per cent compared to last year and 53 
peewit to 1998. 

Afghanistan will need to import some 2.3 
million tons of cereals, more than doiible 
the country needed last year, it said. 

The WFP is mobilizing 225,000 tons of 
emergency food aid, whidi is almost three 
times the quantity distributed last year. 

One million tons of cereals are to be 
imported commercially leaving a final food 
deficit of more dian one miUion tons. 

The agencies said millions of Afghans 
had little or no access to food through a>m- 
merdal markets, just as their access to food 
through self-production had been severely 
undermined by the drought. 

The pitfchasing power of most Afghans 
has been seriously eroded by the abs^ce of 
employment. About 85 per cent of 



Afg}iaMstan*s 22 million pmv^ wtp Cecily 
d^^dent <m agriculture. 

Urgent asdstance is also needed to pny 
vide seed for the upcoming s^son and feed 
for livestock. The agricultural infrastruc- 
ture has been sever^ damaged due to war 
and irrigation facilities are in urgent need 
of rehabilitation requiring additicmal assis- 
tance, the rep<»t ^d. 

WFP FOOD AID: Meanwhile the WFP 
will provide 105,000 tons of food aid 
through its regular operations to the 
drought-stricken people of Afghanistan 
from July after the reports that all the 
rivers and the canals had dried there. The 
WFP will also supply additional I20,( 
tons of wheat to the those areas which have 
severely affected by the drought. The 
agency has also planned to assist Egging of 
wells and installing tubewells. 

4JFF The UN on Thursday made m 
emergency air drop of food to a stricken 
district of northern Afghanistan after 
report of deaths from the drought gripping 
much of ^e country. 
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World help sought for 
rights of Afghan women 

From Our Comtpondent 

. ■ ■ ■•.1'. ' • . . 

PESHAWAR - Expressing her their lives. and meddUng in af&to of Afghan- 

concern over increasing niiseries Later, when Muj^decn came istan no one could aisure r^um 

3f women from war-devastated into powet, they a<%ted Uihiunan, of peace and stability in that ccmn- 

Af^anistan, Ms Fitfana Maq Oil- immoral and unlaw&l policies to- try, tterefore, aU *e v/oM conn- 

lani. President. Afghan Women wards Ae Afghan women. She tries, forces and fmims ihould 

Council, hasmged the global com- added that wh^ the Jehadic fac- contribute m an end to eveiy s<Mt 

munity to play their role in this tions entered into strange-pulling of foreign intotoence in affairs of 

respect. for power und resource^, their that country. She i^so urged the 

**Du^ to increasing interference armed soldiers, and conimandm world to ensure fnrotection to just 

in its affairs Afghanistah became subject^ Iwlpless wcOTwii tp worst and genuine rights of Afghan 

an helm for its people.t* FaunV kind of Iwtttalities. women in all over the w«i4 

Gillani remarked while addressing In thjs respect, Ae . diverted at- Reaffirming her coondl s sup- 

a gathaing of women at Aryaha ^tions towards freqi^t incidents port ia favour of a ne«mated so- 

School. Hayatabad. The fumjtion of suicide .committed by young lution to the loot-awaited 

was organised in connectiwi with Afghan giris both in and outelde cpnW<«,FatanaCHllamsaid,"Ito j 

6th installation ceremony of the Afghanistan. And situatjcm remain the last 10 yjMffs have been dc- <; 

Afghan Women CcHincil. the same but even wqrswiedwhwi manmng a 0(|^f^si^ solud^ 

Beside Fatana Gillani. a number Talibaan empowered in Kabul, the conflict which is possible 

of other AWC members dcUv«ed Sl» i«kled ttiat TOibaan have iiot through coi|vcB4ng a naeeting^ 

detailed speeches on the occasion only confined th^s war-affected the traditional l^Jirga* She. 

and highlighted miseries of the women to boundaries of their added diat it is a good canen th^ 

Afghan women. homes but even they deprived nownu^ty of die Afriiansftom 

"Women are the first victim them of their basic rights like edu- ail over the country 

whether it was era of former com- cation, health and employiront. edinfivourof sucbiittnttives. 

munists and mujahideen or of As a result uncertain situation in She assured fom^r king Mo- 

prcsent Talibaan," Ms Gillani re- their modierland die Afghan worn- hamoiadZatoShahof her coun- 

marked. Elaborating her point of en are compelled to live amidst oil's whole-hearted support and 

view, she recalled that when sevw socio-economic nttis«iesi|i .wp W ^ finn bdief that he as 

former Soviet Union invaded, in all over the world. " '"^ weUasMs scattered »^^x)rtefs and 

Afghanistan, its regime had de- ThePresident of Afghan Worn- followers would hcmour wishes 

prived mothers of their young sons en Council urged the world com- acri expectadiw of w»r affect 
and sent diem to military camps nomnity piuticularly Unit^ Na- ^^Afghans who are desirous for 

fbrtraining. tions. Oiganisati(m<^Islamiccbn-pwe and st^ 

Similarly, tiieir adult sons, broth- ference. European Union. 6+2, erland. ... „ 

crs. husbands, fath»s and oUiers Pakistan. Iran and odier countries ^ About future hne of action, Fa- 
had rcsistol just for die protection to help Afghans in pulling dieir tana MaqGiltai said tf»t Afghan 
of their Islamic and Afghan iden- modierland out of existing crises. Womoi Coimcd would contmu^ 
tity. In such a confrontadon some She added diat unless an end to its efforts for die protection <h 
LS million Afghans have been lost evary sort of foreign interference wona^'s rights. 
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Afghanistan facing acute 

shortagiifood, says UN 



By Our Staff Raporttr 

ISLAMABAD MiUions of widespftadsenousnutiitional^^ 

Afghans are faced v^th a serious sequences and loss of life. - ^ ' 

food crisis due to a severe'drought In Afghanistan, rains normally 

that destroyed almost all the rain- start in October/November. Even 

fed crops in the country. ifpcedpitadonimprovesintfaenext 

The Umted Nations World Food ^^season. wheat harvests will not be 

Programme (WFP) and the Fbod available until May/June 2001. ^ 

and Agriculture Organization < The joint rq>ort said if rains fdl 

(FAO) said here On Friday that again, thesituation,akeady of cata* 
without additional food md, the 



situation was expected to worsen 
in the coming months. . | 

A joint report released this week 
by the two Organizatiohs said Af- 
ghanistan will needtoimportsome 
2.3 million tonnes of cereals this 
year, matt than double the record 
amount the country needed last 
year. '- . . 

Total production for 2000-01 is 
estimated to be of 1.8 million 
tonnes in the area, against a na- 
tional need of just over four mil- 
lion tonnes. , 

Afghanistanmay be able to coni- 
, mercially import one million 
tonnes, while WFP is trying to 
mobjlize 225,000 tonnes of food 
aid,whichisdmostthreedmesthe 
quantity distributed in 1999. 4 
^; However, diis leaves a huge ce^ 
real gi^of over one milliim tonnes. 
A deficit of diis magnitude, if 
unmet, will inevitably result in 



Rak-Afghan 
talks on border 
.dispute today 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) ^Talks 
betweenAfghanistan aiid Paki- 
stan over border dispute will be 
held today; Afghan sources said 
Fritor.: . 

Officials ftom the Afghani- 
stan Ministry of Frontior and 
Tribal Affaks and Survey of 
Pakistan will begin talks at the 
disputed area in Qamardin 
Karez* in Balochistan provii^- 

Pakistan and Afghanistan 
were agreed last month to frniK 
ajdntconunission^diacussiBid 
i«K^vedififefencesoverbQiderdi&- 
pute M the ttea between Afghani- 
stall Paktika province and 
^alodustan province. 



strc»^ic dimensions,*^ will worsen 
furtm^ and will likely make for a 
wide^pieadfamineunlessadecipiate 
preventive stegu are taken in time, 
therepwtwanied. 

Millions of Afghans have litde 
or no access to food through com- 
merdal n^rkets, just as dieir ac^ 
cess to food through self-produc- 
ti(m has been severely undermined 
bydrou^t 

The purchasing power of most 
. Afghans has been s^ously eroded 
by the abseil of employment 
About85pdrcentof Afghanistan's 
estimated 21.9 million ptoph^ are 
directly dq)endent on agriculture. 

The rep(Ht said an ur^t assist* 
ance is also needed toi»ovide seed 
for die upcomuig seascm and fod- 
der for livestock. 

The agricultural infrastructure 
has been sevmly danui^ due to 
war and ufrigadiMi facilities are is 
in ^urgent tieed of rdiabilitatimi 
requiring idditi<Hial assistaim 

Out-mlgn^on oidre f^ti^^ 
has not yet been wklelyreported.It 
is reascmi^ to esqpecti howeva\ 
that un^ the devastating i^Hidi- 
ticms faced by hmisehoUs in some 
of the httrxtest hit areas many may 
have little choice diis year but to 
move as a matl^ of survival. 
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UN urged to stop foreign 
interference in Afghanistan 

Prom Our Cmtmpondent 

PESHAWAR - Major Usman that for Htm last 22 years on tiie In a Press statoamt issued )ief€ 
Ziannal, Seoetary General of Af- name of Socialism and Islam, a on Ibesdav, Sli^izada Mas»d has 
ghan Social Democratic Party, has number of fmign countries md said that Afghanistan is a multi- 
called for an early ^ to all sc»ts forces have engaged in a proxy nattcnu^es country and all Al- 
of foreifn interference in the af* war on Afj^anistan sdl» Thu ghans have ttie ti|^ lo phiv dieir 
fairs of Afghanistan and suggest- interfmnce is to aim eliminate d^e role in Qie dfortt fos tne ras- 
ed that Afghan conflict ^lould be Afghanistan's histcmcal identity ton^n of peace in Afghanistan, 
resolved throu^ dialogue. and tradition. The Afi^ians have He said that there is m justiflca- 

**Not only liberal minded Af- courageously foiled all such at- ticm to ignore form^ kuig as h^ 
ghans but even reliaiiMis groups tempts. They r^iideredtreniendous a](|ovs trem(imdoussttKX)rtan^ 
accept this fact that foreign inter- sacrificesfordiepn^ectionofdieir the Af diam. He is am a symbol 
ference is the main cause of Af- land. He observed the persistant of Afj|^ unl^. 
ghanistan conflict,*' he said this war in Aifghai^tan is quite dan- Sh^acada Masud observed that 
while talking to 7%e Nmion on gerous for the entire region. Abdul Hi^oem Mujahid's views 
l\iesday.ItisnomoresecrMthat He qiMHed Allama Iqbd pom, wlttimlbeapQlteyi^'Mibiaibi^ 
Afahaodstan has been devasti^ which read, ''Afghanistan is heart itcould b^ his perraial ^^s. He 
ana destroyed di^e to ^ch fordgn of Ada and when the heart is in said Ziddor Shim and his support- 
interference and now it is the high tnmble it affiects the ^le Asian ers Ittve no liidcs with ibxm who 
time for UNO General AssmMy region." In die li^ of sudi say- are enga|ed B fighting imt are 
to And out tlM 8ohiti<Mi. ings ctf AlUona Iqbd. the AilM^ strugps^fbranegotiatedsdutiim 

all those forces anWccimtmsiW^ g(^ernnari| 6f1^a]Qs1j^ help imose*iIt 

^meddliMin«flairsofA#i^ ^ fimnce lA^^Mui^^ 

} is&n^^Are'prbvdkiig Af^ahs QHUIcdtkbeilWlMb^^ AfehanbtaiT^^^^^^^^^^^^^^'^^ 

! against each othm and financing agnlnst Shall SM^h3Ui4a Mas^d has Mo^^ 

them as well In fact, dirou^ sudi Shdizada Ma$u4 leader of the thatpeaceitoi of former Afghan 

steps, these foreign forces and Great National United Islamic king is being Irnksi by au Uie 

countries are struggling to mm Frcmt has expressed great cmicem Af]g^iuuis.MaJ()rity of tli» Afghans 

Afghans as their slaves, he added, dver the remarks of Abdul Ha- are side of war ^i^iidi has caused 

He said die fact is that is foreign keem Mi^jahideen, Taliban r^:e- great destruction in thdr mothor- 

force can enslave the brave Ad- sentative to United Nations against land. He added tttatsuchniopk am 

ghans. In this respect, he drawn former king Mohammad Zahir deshous lo see peace in Ai^N^^ 

attention towards defeat of Rus- Shah. He said Zahir Shah can play He called up<m Tsli)»m leaders to 

sians in the near past important role for resolving die realise inqKmuice of peace and 

The Afghan leader reminded Afghan conflict truiquttity in Afi^hanistan 
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UN asks BD to 
trace 'Taliban 
accounts' 

By Our Correqiondeiit 



UN must do 
more to end 
Afghan war, 
say CARs 

DUSHANBE, June 14: Lea- 
ders of four of tlie five Caitral 
Asian states said on Wednesday 
that international iMTganizations, j 
including the United Nations, j 
were not doing enough to end ! 
Afghanistan's civil war. 

The resource-rich region, 
once part of the Soviet Union, \ 
has grown increasingly alarmed j 
over the threat to stability from \ 
rebels who member states say j 
are being trained on territory { 
controlled by Afghanistan^ rul^ i 
ing Taliban Mamie mov«ttent 

Central Asia is also crossed 
by a booming trade route for 
^ghan opium and haroin pass- 
ing north to Russia and beycmd. ! 

The Taliban has denied that i 
it either helps or turns a blind 
eye to the training of militants 
on its soil 

**We, die heads of four Central \ 
Asian states, signed appeal to 
I the intematimial ccMoununity, the 
U.N., OSCE (Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe) and OIC (Organisation 
of M^unic Conference)," Uzbek 
President Islam Xarimov said in 
the Tajik capi^ Dudianbe. 

''The pst is that we are not 
happy with the attention these 
international organisations are 
paying to the war in 
' Afghanistan which has been 
! going on for 20 years," he told a 
news briefing after a meeting of 
the Central Asian Economic 
Association.— -Reuters 
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DHAKA, June 13* Bangle* 
desh*$ cmitral bank on Monday 

;f directed all commercia|lbanks 
to verify if any (Mrganizatfon was 

; operating accounts for* the 
Taliban. 

i The Bangladesh Bank issued 
?the order after the United 
Nations securiQr council made a 
request following suspicion thl» 
Taliban were operating **in this 
region". 

^ The council had asked Dhaka 
Vto rein in bodies suspected of 
y providhig monetary assistance 
: : to the Taliban. - 
y The Talfl>an issue cn^iped up 
rin Bangladesh during US 
' President Bill Clinton*s visit 
here in March when he can- 
celled visits to a national memo- 
rial near Dhaka and to a village 
fearing attacks from pro- 
Taliban groups. 

The XJN also accused several 
organizations in India of finan- 
cially supporting the Taliban 
and asked the Bangladesh gov- 
ernment to find out if any such 
group Yfere operating in this 
country. 
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I WFP urges 
Taliban to allow 
women to work 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The 
Woiid Food Prognimn^ has urged 
the United Nadons and human 
friendly countries to ifltaisify their 
effcMTts {(K* restoraticm of peace in 
Afghanistan, and asked the ruling 
Taliimn to allow women to work in 
its projects. 

Manager WFP^for Afgbmiistan, 
Pakistan, Iran mi Cei^ Asian 
States; Jhon; tHiiul, "says thut the 
has'been providing wheat to 
thepeopletn Ai^ani^an in lieuof 
w(»kfor years b^dej^givingfoods 

I totfieteacheis in return for ^ucat- 
ing md teadNIng die children. 

j Paul said the women bakers* 

I (Nanbai) j^t^mme In Kabul is 
usefiil as it has on die cme hand 
provided jdl> to a large number of 
women and men and, on die ottor, 
it has created qyportunity to a large 

I number of residents of Kabul to 
buy bread on cheapo rate. 

He said that during talks with the 
Taliban, die WFP has convinced 
them to kilow the women to work 
in die WFP survey into health and 

1 education ^eld. 

i He said tiiat needy 900 women 
weteaitowedtotakepaittnthesiffvey. 
I The WFP official said diat die 
: Afghans and fbreigi^ are work- 
^ ing in six WFP o^ces in Afghani- 
stan but the strength of tlie Af* 
ghans is almost nominal. 

He smd that largescde jd> q>- 
portunities be provided to the 
women in Afghanistan so that their 
life conditions could improve. 

John Paul said the Afglmns|»t>b- 
lems could be resolved only when 
the wcM'ld launches development 
programmes besides humanitarian 
aid programmes in Afghanistan. 
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Foreign interference ca^^ 



of Afghan crisis : Amah 




From Our Cormpondont 

PESHAWAR -Though m^jori- ly confrontation and hostilities is . Northern AlUanceshcnad also 

tyof Afghans wish to stop foreign a matter of great concent Those low policy of dialogue. All tS^ 

interference m affairs of Afghani- who are engaged in this confron- groupsmustbetakminiocoiiftiwS^^ 

Stan which is the main hurdle for tation didn't know its result." He forevdvingaittaiMy forpeape. T 

bringing peace in it hut did not added and said that responsibiUty He recalled achievei^ts t 

know the way for its end. rest with the neutral and impartial contributiott of former Jehaw- 

Known Afghan intellectual and people to initiate effcnts for dura- forces and said tlwtt Afgtas 

chief of Afghan Committee for blepeace. proud of defeating a supS^oi^ 

Peace and National Unity Dr. Answering to a query. Dr. Aman He confirmed that majiMity^ 

Aman miah Rasool before em- . UllahRasool said that it Is true that the Afghans favour conveninglvo 

barking on a detail ^sit to Barope; \ almost of the Afghan f4:tions are meedng of the Loya Jirga» whicKp 

has expressed his /concern ove^^^^appy over the foreig is a rwaisticapwtach towards 

ongoing uni^t, tension and crisis^wce but thi^themr-'-"^*-^ .^...T^f .. ^ .."^i 

peace anf^biUty in war-devas- P(^ 

tatedAf|;hanistan because of con- ing intaference. He emphasised It doesn't ni^ diat former kin|!l 

stant foreign interference: He that war and force is not ttie solu- Mohammad Zahir Shah iateiidm^^ 

called iip0nleadingAfghanelder8f; tion of crisis, ^ get power, was Dr; Aman ullff 

tribal fhieftains. technocrats. Ule- ' Dr. Aman Ullah said that toler- Rasooli^ply in response to a qiief 

ma artd Intellectuals to come for- ance would help to resolve con- ry. He saW Pakistan, Iran and othl 

^ard and fulfil their responsibill- flict. He said Taliban should find er states have extended tremcn- 

ties in this regard. oiit a political sohition to the con- dous support and co(»wation to 

"Ongoing political and militari- flict. Likewise, he added that them in the last 20 yean. ^j' 




UN warns Talil^ 
of more sanctions 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The The UN official said there were 

United Nations Security Council signals that more offensives may 

is set to impose further sanctions be lauijched by.'Ae warring sides 

on Taliban if they launch more but wari^th^tnittle is to be gained 

offensiveonthciropponents, UN fromit*. / ? • 

Secretary General's special envoy **I certainly do not believe that a 

on Afghanistan, Francesc VendreJl militar3( offensive ian succeed in 

said. • . . • ' resolving the {Htrf)lem in Afghani- 

•*I have told Taliban ^hat in* the stari " he said. Vendrell smd there 
case of a major offensiv^c the Secu- will also be Hmpacts (of these new 
rity Gouncil might decide to ini- ' sanctions) on some of the neigh- 
pose ftirthcr sanctions on them," bouring cmjntries in terms pfobli- 
Vendrell said in an interview with gations thatthey niightbe imposed 
IRNA. upon 4hem.* He smd he also has^ 

Asked to elaborate, the UN offi- raised theissueofOsamabinLwkn 

cial said: **There are rumours that with tte Taliban leaders, 

arms embargo, freeze of bank ac- "Sanctions will remain on 

counts of Taliban leaders and ban Taliban until Osama issue is satis- 

on cnti^ visas to Taliban leader* factorily settled. I encouraged 

shiplnay be imposed." However, Taliban to meet Security Coun- 

hc said, It is early to think what the cil's demands so that the sanctions 

Security Council may do.' are lifted," he said. ; 
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Sanctions on Kabul under study 



WASHINGTON, June 8: The 
United States is talking to other 
UN security council members 
about tougher sanctions against 
the Taliban for their refusal to 
hand over Osama bin Laden, a 
US official said on Wednesday. 

Preliminary talks are taking 
place at an informal level on the 
proposed sanctions, including 
an arms embargo, to boost the 
existing flight ban and financial 
freeze, the official said. 

Efforts to persuade the 
Taliban to hand over Bin Laden, 
who has a five million dollars 
bounty on his head, and Russian 
threats to bomb them for train- 
ing Chechen fighters, form a 
backdi^pp. to talks that the offi- 
cial stressed were at very early 
stages. 

Russian and US officials 
issued a joint statement after 
talk*" ip Moscow on May 25-26 



saying they shared serious con- 
cerns about support for "terror- 
ism** by the Taliban. 

"It was agreed that if 
Kandahar continued to ignore 
wodd opinion* this could lead to 
consideration by the United 
Nations security council of fur- 
ther actions,** they said after 
the talks between Assistant 
Secretary of State Karl 
Inderfurth and Russian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Losyukov. 

The US official declined to 
say whether a fuel embargo was 
being considered, adding that 
any steps would be aimed at the 
Taliban leadership, not the 
Afghan people. 

The United States iis also anx- 
ious to see that the existing 
sanctions, which came into 
effect on Nov 15 last year, are 
properly applied, hf^ added. 



**A number of things are 
being talked about, including 
an arms embargo,** he said. "We 
are participating in discussions 
with others but it is not a US ini- 
tiadve at this point** 

Russia, Canada, the 
Netherlands, Slovenia and 
Britam joined the United States 
in submitting the original UN 
resolution that gave the Taliban 
30 days to hand over Bin Laden 
or have its assets frozen and 
flights barred. 

Bin Laden has a 238-count 
indictment against him for US 
embassy bombings in Tanzania 
and Kenya that killed 
more than 200 people in 1998, 
and other anti-American 
attadks. 

Witnesses said last month he 
moved between the Afghan 
provinces of Logar and 
Wardak.^Reuters 



us donates $ 4m, 40,000 metric 
tomies of wheat for Afghanistan 



PESHAWAR - The United 
States of America has donated 
40,000 metric tons of wheat and 4 
million US dollars for the drought 
affected areas of Afghanistan. 

According to weekly report of 
United Nations Co-wdinators for 
Afghan Refugees, international 
and non-govemmoit orgianisations 
will use the drought relief funds 
in Afghanistan, on country-wide 
basis, for water and sanitation, 
health and nutrition, prot^tion of 
livelihoods, logistics and coordi- 
nation. 

The report added tiiat the Unit- 
ed States is the. largest single do- 
nor of humanitarian assistsmce to 
the people of Afghanistan. Where- 
as the Japanese government has 
donated 1.200,000 US dollars for 
UNOCHA to support food distri- 
bution activities in collaboration 



From Our Corr^spomtont 

with WEF and an addition, 
3.000.000 US dollars has been 
donated by World Food Pro- 
gramme for the purchase of food, 
the report claimed. 

Regarding the mines action the 
report said that Mine dog groups 
(MDGs) of MDC have completed 
the clearance of a minefield in 
Noor Zai village, NahriSaraj dis- 
trict of Helmadprovince returning 
19.3(57 Scpn of land back for agri- 
culture production. They also 
cleared an area of 122,486 Sqm in 
Qalat centre; Zabul province 
which can now be used safely for 
grazing. The report added that both 
areas were clewd after requests 
from local people, adding that in 
order to reduce accident, injuries 
and deaths caused by mines and 
odier explosive devices, a total of 
2,474 persons received mines 



awareness truning in Kandahar, 
Urozgan and Zalnil province and 
the training was conducted by 
OMAR and DAFA teams, tite re- 
port daimed. 

The UNCRA report contended 
that eighty five families (401 per- 
sons) were voluntarily repatriated 
from Pakistan to Kandahar during 
the reporting period, adding ths^ 
fifty families return to Kandahar 
and 35 returned to Helmand |»ov- 
inces. The returnees received dieir 
standard repatriation-grant, con- 
sisting of cash, wheat and plastic 
sheets. 

Ninety-three families returned to 
Spin blodak and 88 families re- 
turned to LasWcar gah, the repent 
said, aMng that they completed 
the construction of their houses 
using iron roofhig beams provid- 
ed by UNHCR. 



NATION 3 0 JUN 2000 



CV4 



40,000 tons 
of US wheat 
arrives for 

■■[ ■ ■ ' ■ 

Afghans 



By Our StaiS Reporter 

KARACHI, June 15; US 
Ambassador to Pakistan 
William B Milam on Hiursday 
received a shipment of 40,( 
tons of American wheat at Pm 
Qasim for the people of 
Afghanistan and handed it over 
to regional manager of the UN 
World Food Programme for 
Pakistan, West and Central Asia 
John Powell for onward distTil>- 
ution. 

Sindh Minister Diwan 
Muhammad Yousuf Farooqui 
and US Consul Genml John C 
Bennett were also present 

This shipment, which landed 
at the port durough US Flag car- 
rier ^'Chesapeake Trader", was 
in addition to a recent US dona^ 
tion of $500,000 in emergency 
drought relief besides lO,i 
tons of wheat that die US d(mat* 
ed earlier this year thrtmgh the 
UN worid food programme. 

A further 45000 tons is 
expected to arrive torn the US 
in about 4 months. 

The ambassador expressed 
concerns for the Afghani people 
hit by war, hunger and drought 
I and noted in his remarks that 
**US is the largest single country 
provider of humanitarian aid to 
the people of Afghanistan 
which began during the decades 
of the 1980s when Afghanistan 
was occupied by a foreign 
powen - 

He expressed graititude to the 
WFP and the Pakiston aiithori- 
ties for helping to fadhtnte the 
shipments and its distribution 
besides facilitating all previous 
shipments of wheat to 
Af ^anistan during last many 
years. 

He dispelled the rumours in a 
section of the press that the US 
had any vendetta against the 
people of Afghanistan. 'Tn fact, 
he said, the regular support 
speaks very much to the con- 
trary.** 



Before ISaO, he pointed out 
t'hat Afghan farmers grew 
enough food to feed the people 
of didr oiuntry. 

He recalled the Soviet inva* 
sion of 1979, die occupation of 
the country for 10 yem and f lar 
the next 10 ymrs die continuing 
civil war, which have devastat- 
ed Af g hanis t a n, almost b^ond 
imagination, destroyed the 
Afghan economy and r^dered 
the once- self reUant Afghan 
people incapable of feeding 
themselves. 

He said the legacies of the 
occupation, freedom struggle 
and the ensuing civil war, 
including the laying of thou- 
sands of landmines, a growing 
reliance on opium poppy pro- 
ducdon in an economy that was 
perforce converted from subsis* 
tence to cash, the spawning of 
intamadonal terrorists, contin- 
ue to exacerbate the toll on 
Afghan self-reUance. 

Last year, the ambassador 
said, the US dcmated more dian 
$70 million in assistance to the 
Afghan people, this included 
100000 tons of wheat, omtribu- 
tions to the UN's demining 
acdvides, emergency relief fo^ 
towing natural disastm, as well 
as health and education pro^ 
grammes for Afghan refuses in 
Pakistan and tlK>se returning to 
Afghanistan. 

Poindng out that the worsen> 
ing drought, which had affected 
parts of Pakistan as weHUnlike 
Pakistan, however, which has 
achieved a record wheat crop 
that would enable its authori- 
ties to alleviate die suffering 
from the drought in Sindh and 
Balochistan, Afghanistan'^s 
droui^t comes up on top of am- 
tinuous food production deficits 
for two decades of war, devasta- 
tion and impoverishment 



40,000 tonnes 
of US wheat for 
Afghanistan 

^ lUlUCm(NNI)-.USAinbas. 
wdor to Pakistan; Williem B. 
Milam was on hand at Port Q^isim 
in Karachi onljmrsday to receive 
a shipment of 40,000 tons of 
American wheat destined for the 
people of Afghanistan. " 

This single i^pmoat is in addi- 
tion to a recent American dona- 
tion of $500,000 in emergency 
drought relief end is in addition 
to die 10,000i6n$ of wheat duu die 
US donated, earlier diis year 
diiiHigh die UN Wofkl Fbod Pro- 
gramme, said a US Bmbassy piess 
release on Thursday. : 

j A fiifther4S,000tons is expected 

to ardve from die US in about four 
months. • : \ - v; ; . 

The ambassador expressed oo^ 

going American concerns the 

plight of the Afghan people hit by 

war, hunger and drought and noted 

in his remarks dutt in 1999 die US 

donated 102,511 toitt of food to 

die Afghan people dirough the 

ThcUS isdie largestsingie^oun- 
tiy isovide of humanitanan aid to 
die peo^e of Afghanistan. Last 
: year, die US donated more dian 
^$70 million hi assistance to die 
j Afghan p^le. 
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US donates $4m for Afghan drought relief 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) • The maniurlan wistaace to the Af* pom of groups of people wan- 
United States said Saturday it ghan people,** he said in the em* dering from village to village in 
will donate up to four million bassy sutement. adesperateattempttofinddrink- 
dollars in emergency drought Washington hu imposed eco- ing water, 
relief to Afghanistan, whm some nomic and financial sanctions An UN appeal fcnr 67 million 
twomillionpeoplecouldbefacing on Uie Taliban after they re- dollars in aid was launched on 
starvation. fused to extradite suspected ter* June 6 but so far only 8«7 mil- 

The US embassy in Islamabad rorist mastermind Osama bin lion dollars has been promised 

said the money would be dis- Laden for trial over the 1998 and only 200,000 dollars deliv- 

bursed through international and US embassy bombings in Kenya ered. 

non-govtmmental organisations and Tanzania. In some parts of Afghanistan 

to "relieve suffering** due to the The United Nations Hi^ Com- the huvest has failed completely 

worst drought in Afghanistan missionerfcMrRelugees(U^HOl) because of a lack of rain/In 

in 30 years. warned on Friday that up to two other areas up to 35 per cent of 

State^/J>epartment deputy million people in war-ravaged thelivestockhasdted,meUNHCR 

spokesnian Philip Reeker said . Afghanistan c^uld starve in the says. 

US sanctions against the ruk coming month|. / \ The US embassy said another 

ing Taliban fundamentalist mi- "^Without aid>/it is li1|:ely that two million dollars in drought 

litia in Afghanistan had no -iamine will ensue and the spec- relief aid would be shared be- 

impact on the humanitarian tre^of mass deaths cannot be tween India aiul Pakistan, which 

effort. ruled out,** UNHCR spokesmui are also struggling to deal with 

''Existing sanctions against the Ron Redmond said. bad droughts in Rajasthan,Sindh 

Taliban have never banned hu- The UNHCR says it has re- and Ealuchistan. 
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Crime on the rise along 
Iran-Afghanistan border 

TEHRAN (AFP) - Crime, in- the knees and shoulders, and his 
eluding kidnappings, is on the rise stomachrif^qpen,theconscrva- 
in KhcMrassan, an Iranian province tive newspaper said, 
along the border with Afghanistan 'According to a report by a pa- 
and a major crossing-point in the thologist, the child had first been 
international drug trade, residents violently struck on the head, 
say. After that he was mutilated in 

InthebordervillageofAli-Abad, one of the cemeteries near the ^ 
four people were recently kid- village, where he had been 
nam)ed, released only after their found.* an official with the 
families paid 14,000 dollars to Torbat-e-Jam general court told 
the hostage-takers from Af- thenew^aper. 
ghanistan, said village resident So far no link has been cstab- 
RezaGholami. > , Ushed b^«jn the boy's killing 

'Villagers who don't dare leave andthe torgtradfe outof Afghaid- 
their homes after sundown are stan. Violence . has increased in 
afraid of informing the security eastern |Chorassan since the 
forces, who because of lack of re- Taliban miyUtia to<* control of Af- 
sources are themselves afraid to ghanistan in 1996. \ 
go into the mountains andconftont According to the newspaper 
drug traffickers,' Gholami told Ressalat, one 85-year-old man in a 
AFP. border village recently todc ad- 

In another mcident, the muti- vanta^ of a rare visit l^ President ; 
lated body of a six-year-old boy, MohammedKhatamitotheregipn. i 
Ismail, was recently found in a The roan gave iChatamt a letter to 
plastic bag in Uie courtyard of a let him know that four membm of 
house in die imaU border village his family had been taken hostage 
of Ahmiad Abad Salut, the daily bytiie Afgjians. ,^ 
newspaper Jomhuri Eslami re- Four days later, when the old 
ported Thur»iay. v nwui went to delivar the 5,000- ^ 

The child's h^hii \^ cut,"Hi<)ffi*f¥iHto^^^ 
Khi&legs,and4UTO^ap^|»^f^^ I ^ 




an seeks 
' world 
nelfrfot 
Afghanistan 

TEHRAN, June 2S: Iran, 
whkh has been trying to redu(» 
its Afghan refugee population, 
called an Sunday for the intermh 
tional community to mobilise 
agakist drought and ^ spectre 
of famine in Al^anistan. : 

'^The need to make firm, 
urgent decisions is greater than 
ever becau^ aU countries must 
prevent a human tragedy in 
Afflhanistan,** foreign ministry 
spokesman Hamid Rexa Asefi 
said,,, ■ ' - 

Iran*i appeal tp.deal %yith *the 
droui^t, the famine and their Ul^ 
fated consequences** in 
Afghanistan foUoMfed a wanting 
by the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees that the situation 
could trigger an exodus of 
Af^i^uis to ten and Pakistan. 

Hie UNHCR cm Friday called 
for the international community 
to CMrganize aid far up to two mil- 
lion jM^f pie in Afghanistan fac- 
ing staifatldn, saying ^without 
aid, it is likely that famine will 
ensue and the Spectre of mass 
deaths cannot be ruled out**. 

The UNHCR says it has 
reports of groups of Afghans 
wandering from village to vil- 
lage in a desperate attempt to 
find drinking watar. 

In some parts Afghanistan 
the harvest has failed ctmiplete- 
ly because of a tod^ of rain. In 
other areas up to 35 p^ emit of 
the livestock has died, the 
UNHCRsays. 

The drought has forced the 
UNHCR to suspend its pro- 
gramme of helping Afghan 
refugees return from Pakistan 
and Iran . to the parched ^>uth- 
ern Afghan ' provinces of 
Kandahar, Helmand, Farah and 
Nimroz, the UNHCR added. 
—AFP 
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Dominique 
Girard mee^^^^^^ 
Afghan leaders 

From our CorrMpofutoffit 

PESHAWAR - Domlniaue 
' Oiimi,UiKter*8ecrettfyofFocdgii 
Miitist^ Frande during hii two- 
day stay at Pe^war held detailed 
me^gs with leadinsAJPan fig-; 
ures and exchanged with them! 
views on cument situation <lfA^! 
ghanistan as wdl as ways and 
tneam for return oi pofe m thdr 

^coun^.^--;";:--;:'^:.''.:" 
Pominiqu^ aqfHWg>^^ 

teamjd(iembml^^$^^ 
met wiOi foreign i^Afi^i^ mmgn 
minister Hamid Kiffbi J^^^^ Pearl 
Continental Hot^Pe^vwwhm 
their talks lasted for arou^^^ 
hours. V ' ' .- , \ 

AftermeedngHam^KaiTaisaid 
that he Mefed the French Und» 
Secretary cuntnt situadon oft 
AfghAnistan|kswdlasi^x)ittR(»ne,| 
Italy Conference^ ^e Froich ai-! 
voy listened to him and mssufed: 
him of their suwxxti ^ ' i i 

The I^nch Undta'^Secretaiy for 
foreign affairs had also h^ detail 
talks with a number <rf odierlead- , 
ing Af ghims induding r^(»Peienta- 
^ves of vttious jehadic<(|tidjmili- 
tary grcmp^, intellectuals^ aiicl oth- 
ers. ■ ! 

The French envoy is visiting the 
region widi a purpose to hold talks 
widi Afghans to i^^iirise him of 
their proposals for resolving of the 
'issue. . 



0 8 JUN 2000 

NAUOH 

Retired French 
general to meet 
Af^an Opp 

ISIAMABAD (AFI^ - 

French general and mento oi^ 
European Parliament Philippe 
MorlU(m is to meet Afghan oppo- 
sition c<»iimiuidar Amnad Shah 
Masoodin thePanshkyall^ socm, 
Afghan opposition sources si^ 
hm Wednmiay . 

Tim general and several <^ier 
Euzt^MiPaitiam^tariansaRived 
in the Tijik c^iiul Dushanbe 

; Wednesday. Morillon is t«» con- 
tinue oin to former defimce mii^i- ^ 
ter Masood*s headquirien in the 
Panshirr about 100 kiloineiiv^ (60 

j kniles) north of Kabul. 

1 * He ^11 be reiwesenting Euro- 
pean Parliament Presidodt Kicole : 
Fontaine on the trip, wUch will b6 1 
followed by anoti^ visit t9 meet 
leadm of the niling Taliban re- 
gime whidi ccmtrdsinost of tfie^ 
war-ravaged country.^ ' "1 ? * 
T^ 

{urioul at a visit to Afghafdstuai by 
I formi^r French ministers Alain 
Mactelin and f rice U^Q^ 
j" tember last year. ^ '^f . • -'^ 
The TalilMtti capmred Kabul in 
199$ bnt are still noting an alli« > 
ance of resistance forcw for full 
control c^thecouittry. They are lec- 
(^rnsed only by Pakistwi, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE* 
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Amnesty slams 
Pakistan for 
deporting 
Afghan teacher 

ISLAMABAD(AFP)- Amnesty 
International oft Thursday ex- 
press^ grave ccmcem for an Af- 
ghan scholar dialled from Paki- 
stan last week^ and accused 
f Islamabad of br^K^hing its agree- 
' ments with the linited Nadons. 

•Anuiesty IntcmaticHial believes 
: he was deputed fj^ exercising his 
right to freedom of opinicm wad 
i oi^r^icm/ it bid in a sta^ment 
•(Mdiammwi Rahim) Blham's 
deportation is in breach of a recent 
agreement between the" United 
Nations High ComnuMicmer for 
I Rrfug^(UNNHCR)anddiegov- 

! ernment of Faldstan for joint as- 
' sabmentof Afghanrefttgeeclaims 

* IMribr to deportation.* 

Pakistan lasf week deported 
Elliam. a fmm Kabul University 
professor, to Afghanistan withmit 
! fH^ltc explanMion; 
[ He had been wwking with Af- 
! ghan refugees throurfi a mm-gov- 
I enm^talorgfmisa^ but report- 
edly fell out with his sta^ who 
accused him of advocMing cwn- 
munism Mid spreading anti-Paki- 
stan profmganda. 

TaliNm militia have said Elham 
would be safe as Icmg as he re- 
spects Shariah law. i 
. Amnesty said Pakistan had so 
far ignored a UNHCR request for 
an assessment of Elham*$ case. 
, 'Ovar ttoe past two years scwes 
of proRunent Afj^ians advocating 
an end to die (Afghan civil war) 
and m ^tablishment of a govem- 
fuent rq)r^nting all ^hnic groups 
have been dctair^ by the Taliban 
and tortured,' Umdon-based Am- 
nesty said. 
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Masood says 
world ignoring 
Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) Afghan 
opposition commander Ahmed 
Shah Masood has slammed the 
international community fen* indif- 
ferent attitude towards Afghani- 
stan saying peace could not return 
to the war-shatterted country until 

* the world community stop 'for- 
eign intervention*. 

*There is no doubt that tlw inter- 
national community has forgotten 
Afghanistan since a very long time. 
It is a pity. Our wish is to see the 
international conununity give pri- 

' ority to the restoration of peace in 
our country/* Masood said. 

He was talking to French mem- 
bers of Parliament, Jean-Michel 
Boucheron et Richard Cazenave, a 
memb^ of the European Parlia- 

: ment (General BiilippeMorillon), 
a Belgian Senator (Josy Dubie) 
and Bertrand Gallet who recently 
met Masood at Bozbrak, in the 
Panjsheer Valley. 

"Peace in Afgnanistan will only 
be possibleif the international com- 
munity exercises pressure in order 
tastop [foreign] interference. 

To a question about the possibil- 
ity of cfemocracy in Afghanistan, 
Masood said that he has always 
stressed the fact that the only solu- 
tion for Afghanistan is democracy 
through elections- 
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Tauban to close down 
camps tf any: Sattar 

ISLAMABAD (NNI)-For«isn theircountry"..How many of them the peace and stability of the broth- , 
Minister Abdul Sattar has said the went back, how many of them are eriy countries adding, ^weare try- 
Taliban have assured Paklstwiflwt still in the area, he questioned. ing to locate these people". Paki- 
they will close down training 'These people came with a cer- stan, t>e said, has extradited ttKtm 
camps, if any, in Afghanistan for^ tidn mission that mission" is over in the past whenever tfief^ivieee' 
imparting training to Pakistanis. ' but thc^y have not gone balck. We found. Sattar said everyone should . 
"We are satisfied that the gov- have received representations from understand the environment in Af- 

Atgeria, Libya, Egypt, Jordan^ ghanistatt.^!ftiM9em!efbi«gn^ 

Uzbekistan that some of their na- we should not jump to the conclu- 

tionals are still located either in ston tbat they have been brought 

PdcistaftorinAfghanistiuiaiidttua th«re being moomtgeihy^ 

they engage in unacceptable ac- J|i|j|^p^vemment. 
tivities directed against the gov- 
ernments of these ^smMes**. 

Pakistan, he said, has no desire 
whatsoever to permit the use of its 



emment oif Afghmiistair has In- 
formed us that thfey do not run any 
training camps and if there are any 
training camps, thieh they will take 
action to close those camps," the 
Foreign Minister said in an inter- 
view with IRNA in Islamabad; 

"The Afghan government has 
promised to cooperate and we ac- 
cept that proinise and we lobk for- 
ward to implementation of tfiat V 
promise that if th^ discover any 
cimn|}$^titeyi«#6^^|rimi," Sattar 
said. As a matter of jwlicy the v. 
■ Afghan govern^enldges not en- 
courage or support dlifeiSitistencc'' 
of camps, which train foreigners 
for subversion against their own . 
i^ntries^ he tKided. -^^ 

He recalled that a number of - 
foreign countries helped die or- ; 
rival of foreign citizeiis to jpNbrtici- 
pate in the Afghan struggle against ; 
the erstwhile Soviet occupation. 
"AeCOTding to a statement of 
former CIA station chief in ' 
Islamabad, published in the New 
Y^kerofJanuary 2000, the Ameri- ' 
can CIA brought 25,000 foreign- 
ers to fight along with the Afghan 
volunteers for the independence of 



we are trying to do is to 
see the continue cxK^piei^mi^ 
assistance of the Afghan govern- 
ment in locating proclaimed Paki- 
stani offiMKiets . 
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DARYA KHAN (Online) - institutions to please the We\tem 
Leader of Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-lslam ' ; powers, would be s^ongly resist 
Maulana Fazlur Rahman has said .ed. \ ' 
the United States is bent upon'.' Conunenting on the ongoing ac- 
harming the Islamic government ' countability process in the coun- 
of Afghanistan in thf name of 0§- try, he said the accountability proc- 
ama. '^r s . ^ - ess undertaken by die previous and 



the preacher of peace, was the ^ig- 
gest terrorist on the face of;^is 
earthivHe said that by magnifying 
the issue of Osama Bin Laden, the 
US had been damaging the U^kbi- 
ic government pf lUiban. \ . 

The Janiiat leader said In '<at<M 
to put the country on the right 
track, the whole.system needed to 



Addressing a press conference in current governments was not ap- 
Mftdrasa-e-Farooqia here Satur-^j propriate. A separate department 

day, Maulana Fazlur Rahman said< shCMild be set up, which would con- be changed ratherthan just chjLng 
the actions against the religious in- , tinue its fuii^tioning in all regimes ^ ing the faces. He said the Britain 
$titutions,^bould be.strongly pro- under.any d^umst^nces, he sug- /ruled the Subcontinent for a $en- 
te$ted.1 ^ ' ' ' *^ ' ' gested. He siddthe aocountability < tury and a half and fwf this lasjt 52 

The JUI chief said the religious process could only be successful years, the successors to the Brit- 
io^itutionswereiiot patting trfdnr |f H -was performed impartially ain rulers had been rulingtthe 
ingtpthetenrorists.Headdidthat'^ wit|)OUt discriminating between country. These peopla we(ti^ the 
the government, in order to wipe ^ tl^tich and poor. * - " 
out such apprehensions, should He said the present accountabil- 
conduct a survey of these institu- ity process would not yield good 



tions. 



He however warned that any Maulana Fazlur Rahman said the 
action taken against the religious US, which portrayed itself to be 



biggest himdieia th« way of liksu 

he said. ) 

Maulana Fazlur Rahman sai^ the 
murdo^t^MittluiaYcKfiMtfLiiihi- 
anvi was a clear-cut proof of tbe 
failure of present government 



/Afghanistan f%ws Capping 
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^ PESHAWAR- Profes^ Mo- Tie was chaned witfi ^hoHno 

nattonal Mso^ted with an inter- « The conmiaint was ncM onlv 
nattonalNon^eramentOrean- :b(oug!tti,ZSrfL^«ffi 

'^T^Z^JISS^^ ^ i compIaint.P«rf.R,hlmAB«m,wtt 

Ptof,M<AaimnadRahimAlhani. daylast 

t!S^^J!f^7'^^^^^' Jt^s come to theteowtedgc 
SS iffl^fE-Hni!^?/? Alham had coS- 

2Si!?^J?'?f"«"" '^^^ % md o|j« properties of NCK) 

m«2!-\Sr ".**"'^^^"«'*>P«>- ' """Nr <rf Pskistaal and AMan 
SS^^^fS?^ ' MtioSs. And in rettliattnTthe \ 

cauon amwigst fte Afghan refti- sacked eiMrioyees IoE?oMn. 
i^i^^ J? Pakistan; P«,f. plaiMaSKffi^^^ 
R^rimAlham is assodatod with Ptof. Rahim AWS onTof 

i^c^u^^°f^ - \ those Afghan nationals wtotavc , 
If^^Z ptaced sources in- beenexpelledftomPakistanundw 
famed 7»e NaHm that lecentiy different charges. EarUer ^ > 

.^onals h«d made a complaint ' Qitdfeer Khan. hi> dde^ ' 

SILV^^^'^ ^^'^'^ aman%rseSil i 
tog to of preactang communism odien were expelled on the com- 1 
fin the prumuy schools. Similarly, platotspf theTiSbanleatos?^ 
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ISLAMABAD (NNI)- Janiaat- tack m in^siticm of economic 

i-Isiami has urged Afghanistan's sanction^ on Afghanistan. i 

Taliban not to hand over Saudi The radio said that apart from 

national Osama t>lii Ladin to the : Maulana Fatlur Relmian and 

UnltedState$oranyoth^<^try; Maulm Haq, the Jamaat* 

The demand war made by i^Islami led by Qazi Hussain 

Jamaat4-Islanii pipYindal Sectc- Ahmed has also got closer to Af- 

tary Gena^ Siiajul Haqin an^t- ghwiistMi's Taliban, 

ing with the acting Govwnw of C^iotihg the Afghan opposition 

Eastern Afghan province of forces* the radio said that thou- 

Nangarhar Maiilvi Sadr-^^Azam sands of fresh forces from Paki- 

during his three^y'i^sit to th6 stan have joined Taliban amidst 

warwravagfd AfghahistMriei^v reports of the arrival of the chief of 
R^io Tehran. I f ' \ ^^eastcm/zcnie of Afghanistan and 

Sirajul itoq assured evciy kind the Governor of Nangartwrprov-^ 

of help and^ugpAt to tl^^ TaHban ince^Hajl Qadeo^ in Peshawar on 

onbdialf oftlSlamaatThe Jamaat an.uiiomcial visit. i 

delegation pledged strong support The radio said that Qadeer also 

totheTalibanonOsamabinLad- visited the pro-Taliban Darul 

en's issue mid urged Taliban not to Uloom-e-Haqqania in Akora 

handhimovertotheUnitedStates . Khattak. Besides, Jamiat-e-Ulema-^ 

or any othfflT countiy. However, it e-Islam factions, the Jamaat-e-' 

did nc^ elabmte how the Jamaat Islami has also strengthened rela* 

canI^lpinctteofJapo8siWea^: tionswiOil^ ; , 
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PESHAWAIC Jun^ 23: The 
NWPP govtriiment has 
expelled a f mr^er AJ^han pro^ 
fesspr, associated with a 
German non*governmeiital 
organization (NGO) declarini^ 
him 'perscma ncm grata', it was 
reported on Friday. 

The academic, Prof 
MohaDEisied Rahini Elham, was 
expelled to Afghanistan via 

The Afghan iilamic Press 
(AIP) said that the professor, 
who had ranaitted an academic 
at Kabul Universi^, was cur- 
rently workinig for the Basic 
Education for Ai^ian Refugees 
(lEFAR).— DPA 
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Stocks worth Rs35bn to be shifted to mills 

Kabul to get flour 
instead of wheat 

/:' ■ ".« - ' -B^.Oiir'ComtpoiidMitVii''/ T ^- 

ISLAMABAD, June 24: l^c determine the quantity of the deiiredrenilts. 
govenun«it has ded^ to sap- commodity, the eaq^ pfki md They said to save die vv^eat 
ply flour to Afghaniitvi instead aoc^ptalde cunwncy to cover die st^ damage the gomn^ 
of ungrmedwhwt con^gnmefit ment was planning to provide 

The decision had been ^km Earlier the concerned quar- die flour to die defidt pcovinoei 
to save the procured wheat crop tert had told the federal gov* after the pfoammmt of rix milr 
worth Rs3S billion lying in the ernmiht that t||e faulty pro* / lion tcms of whei^ 
I open in dig Punjab province, as i::|irement cainpak^ft |aitni4i0d . Thi^ii^ihii iovertimiiit wai 
m4wi«iott.«ains wa#.«xpected^,^^ silutionto 
next month, sources told Dawn i inadequate storage arrange- overcome this situation to 
here f»i ^turday* ^ . ments^ sidid expenditures supply tlie surplus wheat to 

They said the Chief^Exe- incurred on wheat storage/ Afghanistan* 
cutive. Gen Perva^ Musharraf , transportation^ were the main It was also told that the 
had adced die agricultiu-e min- , causes of irritation among the Punjab had much surplus 
istiV to submit details of flour authorities and could tarnish ' mlSyiiig ci^d^ and this could 
supply to Afghanistan, t the image of the government, 'be pr«^ty ut&ed for sencHng 

The Punjab food department, they said atta in the other provhices. 

they said, would supply the They added the bumper US DONATION: Hie United 
entire wheat stock t<i di« Sour vdifat crop as i matter of fact ^States said on Saturday it will 
mills for grindini^ and then it should have been taken ai CM's ^ dona^ i:^ to four millton dollars 
would be exported tct the war- [ gift fmr the whole country and in emei^m^ drought ielief to 
t<Hm aiMl drought^tric^en ooun« the ban on die inte^]|^vincial ^ Afghanistan, where sbme two 
try. v> 1 ( H : movement of the commodity 'million pe<^e could be facing 

Thjgr added the federal gov- should hitve been lifted. starvatiim adds AFP. 

emi^t had started negotia* It was also told that die g^- ) Ihe US embassy hi Tf^tn ^N iif 
doraWth die ICabid audiorides eminent was Spending billions aaid the money would be dis« 
for^e export of the Hour "^at: of rupees to safeguard die inter- bursed throu^ international 
government-to-government est of the farmers, but due to and non-govenmiesital wganisa- 
level'* insufficient storage facilities tions to '^relieve suffoing* due 

They maintained that both and lack of godowns, these , to the worst drought in 
the countries were e3q;>ected to efforts would not produce the Afghanistan in 30 years. , 
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KANDAHAR: A "De-Miner" In Minefield 179 coming out 
of the sm«R hole he has teen workbig In f or the pa^ few 

weeKe/^AFf^ 
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Taliban attack imminent: Opp 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban militia will unleash 
a major attack north of here wi thin 
days, a senior spokesman for the 
opposition forces said Thursday. 

Abdullah, a spokesman for key 
opposition commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood, told AFP the 
Taliban would charge their posi- 
tions in the northern provinces of 
Parwan and Kapisa either Thurs- 
day night or Friday. \ 

*Theirlast preparations are Cv ^n- 
plete. They will stage their offen- 
sive shortly/ he said, speaking 
froffi Geneva. 

He alleged that a 5,000-strong 
Taliban army backed by 2,500 
Pakistanis and 800 Arabs would 
take part in the attack against 
Masood*s forces entrenched in the 
Panjshir valley about 100 
kilometers (60 miles) north of 
Kabul. 

*Wc have reports from inside 
the Tdiban that Pakistan is di- 
rectly involved in the attack,' he 
said. 

He said that among the Pakista- 
nis were regular soldiers and vol- 



unteers from the Koranic schools 
in Pakistan. 

Pakistani officials contacted in 
Islamabad immediately denied the 
allegations. 

Abdullah said UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan would be 
asked to convince the Taliban Is- 
lamic militia not to go ahead with 
the planned offensive. 

*The attack will entail another 
humanitarian crisis,* he said, add- 
ing that the UN should at least 
condemn it if not stop it, 

Taliban Information Minister 
(^udratullah Jamal denied the op- 
position spokesman* s claims, say- 
mg there were no preparations for 
an attack. 

He said the militia did not need 
Islamabad 's. backing as it held 
most of the country and enjoyed 
popular support. 

*The people are now with us. 
We control 90 per cent of the land 
and thus there is no need for Paki- 
stanis and Arabs,* he said. 

*There are no preparations for 
the moment ... It is easier to solve 
the issues through understanding.* 



Kabul residents said Taliban 
military aircraft had flown thou- 
sands of fighters to the northern 
city of Kunduz, bordering the 
Masood-held provice of Takhar, 
earlier in the week, only to return 
with the troops hours later. 

Taliban soldiers in full combat 
gear have been seen driving 
around the city in recent days, 
with their trademark Japanese 
pick-ups piled with automatic 
arms, quilts and other supplies. 

The fundamentalist militia, 
which came from obscurity in 
1994 and seized Kabul in 1996, 
now control most of the country 
but have been unable to defeat 
forces loyal to ousted President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

Taliban Deputy Information 
Minister Abdurrahman Hotak said 
Russian, Indian^ Iranian and un- 
specified western advisers were 
working with Masood. *Eyewit- 
nesses say that thm are a number 
of nulitary advisers frequenting 
those areas/ giving them advice 
and assistance in their current 
military programmes,* he said. 
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Taliban take positions 
on Uzbekistan border 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Thou- for attack on Afghanistan. They 
sands ofarmed Taliban have taken threatened that any such attack 
positions in Hairatan bordering would have dire consequences. 
I Uzbekistan in the wake of possible • Reports from Afghanistan speak - 
Russian airstrikefromUzbelustan. , of hectic miUtary maneuvering in 

The Peshawar-based Pushto Hairatan. 
daily Wahdat Wednesday rqpotted ^ Idtg^ nuniber ci armed Taliban 
thatTaUbanilghfiecsffiidAfghanamied are aniving in Hairatan to meet any 
forces have been put on^alert. • eventuality. 

The paper said that Talibanhave A prominent commander Of 
also deployed missiles and heavy Taliban MullaPazalAkhunddong 
weapons on the hilltops to meet with his amied men has also r^xxt* 
any eventuality after frequent edly arrived in Hairatan to strenpien 
threats from Moscow to target al- Taliban foices. 
leged terrorist training ohx^ in tfie The Taliban Defence Ministiy 
war-torn country. SeniorTalibenoffi* has convened the meedng of key 
cials eadier wasned Uzbddstan and military commanders to discuss 
Tajikistannottoallow their territory the military strategy. 

Taliban put 
fighters on 
alert near 
Uzbekistan 

KABUL. June 5:.TaUban 
fighters have been put on alert 
along the border with 
Uzbekistan after Uzbek jets 
allegedly violated Afghan air 
space last week, the Afghan 
information minister said on 
Monday. r * . ' 

Qudratullah Jamal also saidi 
Taliban !ivar plahes were on 
alert but denied reports that 
thousands of Taliban reinforce- 
ments had been dispatched to 
the border town of Hairatan, 
"We have not reinforced the 

Islamic army personnel who are 

based there. They are there and 

they are on alert," he said. 
Unconfirmed reports here 

earlier said the Taliban had 

deployed anti-aircraft missiles 

including US-made Stingers 

dose to the Uzbek border. 
Hairatan, in the northern 

Afghan province of Balkh, faces 

Uzbekistan's Termez port across 

the Oxus River. 

The Taliban last week 

protested to the United Nations 

over the alleged violation of 

Afghanistan's air space. 

Jamal said Taliban fighters 

were also put on alert after 

Russia late last month threat* 

ened to stage air strikes.— AFP 
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Taliban blame 
opposition for 
breach of 
ceasefire 

ISLAMABAD, June 4: The 
Taliban government on Sunday 
accused opposition gumllas of 
launching two attacks near 
Kabul during a ceasefire called 
by both sides to allow a UN- 
backed vacdnation drive against 
polio. 

A Tsdiban spcdcesman accused 
opposition flitters of attacking 
positions held by lhe> Taliban 
north of Kabul in Parwan and 
Gorband provinces. 

The Spokesman told Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) that both 

i attacks had been repelled 
and said the Taliban woidd con- 
tinue to honour the ceasefire to 

I allow Uie immunisation to take 
place* 

Tens of thousands of volun^ 
teers have been deployed all 
over the broken central Asian 
state for a two-day attempt to 
inoculate 4.5 million children 
against polio. 

; It is the second of four coun- 
try-wide campaigns to immunise 

[ all Afghan children. The 
first was in May and the final 
two will be in October and 
November. 

/ UN officials said bicydes were 
being used to trlmsport the vol- 
unteers in urban areas while 
donkeys carrying vaccine 
packed in ice are being 
employed in several mountain 
ranges.-— Reuters 




Taliban fighters 
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alert 



along Uzbek border 



KABUL (AFP) - Taliban fight- 
ers have been put on alert along the 
border with Uzbekistan after 
' Uzbek jets allegedly violated Af- 
ghan air space la$t week, the 
Taliban information minister said 
Monday. 

Qudratullah Jamal also said 
Taliban war planes were on alert 
but denied reports that thousands 
QfTaliban reinforcements had been 
despatched to the IxHtier town of 
Hairatan. 

*We have not reinforced the Is- 
lamic army personnel who are 
based there. They are there and 
they are on alert,* he said. • 

Unconfirmed reports here ear- 
lier said the Taliban had deployed 
anti-aircraft missiles including US- 
made Stingers close to the Uzb^ 
border. 

Hairatan, in the northern Afghan 
province of Balkh, faces 
Uzbekistan's Termez port across 
the Oxus River. 

The Taliban last week said it had 
protested to the United Nations 



over the alleged violation of its air 
space. 

Janiai said Taliban fighters were 
also put on alert after Russia late 
last month tlfiteatened to stage air 
strikes against^suspected terrorist 
camps in Afghanistan. 

The minister reitriited thf^e were 
no camps in Afghanistan to train 
Muslim militants from Chechnya, 

Uzbetdstan or Tajikistan. 

Tashkent has already dismissed 
Talibanclaims thatits jeulast week 
entered Afghan air space up to to 
three kilometers (1.8 miles) over 
Hairatan. 

Uzbekistan, which is accuse} by 
the Islsuntc militia of aiding th^ 
Afghan q>p<^ition northern alli- 
ance, does not recognise Taliban 
rule in the war-tcmi cQuntiy. / 

Tl^ Talibim, which seized Ka*' 
bul in 1996, controls most of Af- 
ghiinistan except fpt some prov' 
inces in the n^east and is recog- 
nised mty by Sm^ Arabia, die 
United Arab Emirates, and Paki- 
stan. 



Taliban, opposition 
swapPOWs 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Af- 
i ghanistan's Taliban and opposl- 
tion northern alliance have ex- 
I changed Prisonersofwarinnorth-j 

em Afghan ptoy}^%\ 
Samangon. reports RadioTehran. 

The Adio said that the wamng 
factions earlier signed ceasefire 
agreement to facilitate me cx- 
1 change of Prisoners of War. 
ter the agreement, the Taliban 
released 30 soldiers of their op- 
ponents and the northern alliance 
set free 9 commanders or the 
iTaliban. 
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Ten Taliban ^ 
c^mnfianclerQ 
l]oih Masood 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Ten 
Taliban comiTianders have joined 
the' opposition northern alliance^ 
inGhqrp:ovince. 

Quoting the embassy of th/e de- 
posed Afghan president R^bbani ; 
in Tajik Capital Dushanbe, Radio 
Tehran reported that after the de- 
fection of the commanders, 
Taliban launched offensive In the 
area and their jets carried out air 
attacks damaging several houses 
in the area. ' 
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Four die as 
Afghans, 
tribesmen 
clash 

WANA (South Waziristan), 
June 12: Four people were 
killed in a clash between an 
Afghan refugee family and 
local tribesmen near the border 
town of Wana, the capital of 
South Waziristan agency, in the 
North Western Frontier 
Province on Monday morning, 
offidalsluiid. 

The cla^ took place when an 
Afghan refugee, Din 
Muhammad Shinwari, killed his 
tribal namesake for unknown 
reasons. After the killing of Din 
Muhammad, a taxi driver by 
profession, the cousin of the 
deceased, Khajan, went to the 
Afghan refugee camp to bring 
the body and he too was 
gunned down. 

Later, local Ahmadzai .Wazir 
tribe surrounded the house of 
the alleged murderer. The 
angry tribesmen asked him to 
lay down arms. The local jhrga 
also asked him to surrender the 
arms, but he refused. 
, This led to an armed attack 
] by tribesmen involving use of 
\ heavy weapons. Din 
Muhammad Shinwari and a 
woman were killed in the 
attack. 

Witnesses said rockets were 
also used in the attack. 
Authorities, however, have 
denied this. 

Shinawri's house was totally 
damaged and the firing also 
caused damage to several other 
houses. 

Sardar M. Nawaz, Political 
Agent of the area, said it was an 
' act of an individual and there 
was no enmity between local 
people and Afghan refugees. 
"They have been living peace^ 
fully in the area for 20 years,** 
he said.— NNI 
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Taliban planning new 
'offensive' amid PoW talks 



listof POWs. 

Speaking by satellite telephone 
from Duslmfoe, Anwari said the 
Taliban wanted the list to include 
foreign nationals captured by 



spokesman Sayed Hussain 
Anwari said. 

it was conveyed seriously to 
Vandrelle that the Taljban were 



KABUL (AFP) - opposition told the UN envoy that he was in 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood a defensive position because of 
believes th^ the ruling Taliban the international community* sin* 
militia is planning a new offen- terest in Afghan peace, 
sive in northern Afghanistan and However Anwari said opposi- 

has conveyed his fears to the tion fighters were on high alert Masood while they had fmight 

United Nations, his spokesman against a possible Taliban attack, alongside the Islamic militia, 

said Sunday. No comment was immediately *We are holding between 120 to 

Masood met with the UN Secre- available from the Taliban. 150 foreigners, including Paki- 

tary Gcnerars special envoy, Sources in Kabul said they had stanis, Arabs Uzbeks and sotm 

Francesc Vendrelle, in the noticed an increase in the move- other8,Vhe said. 

Tajikistan capital Dushanbe on ment of military personnel and However, the agreement 

Saturday and told him the equipment, indicating the possi- reached in Saudi Arabia under the 

Taliban attack was imminent, bility of a renewed round of sura- aegis of the Organization of Is- 

mer fighting, lamic Conference (OIC) in March 

Vendrelle was appointed as did not include foreigners, he 

UN peaceenvoy early this year,, added. 

He has\^lready met with Most of Afghanistan is under 

preparingforanattackihlincwitty^failiban foreign minister Wakil Taliban control while Masood*? 

their policy of continuation of Ahmad Mutawakel jn the Is- forces, ousted from Kabul by thi 

fighting.* Anwari said: \ lamic militia- s headquarters of Talibanin 1996, hold a small arcs 

Anwari, Who attended theV Kandahar in southern Afghani- in the country's mountainous 

Dushanbe meeting, said they had ^tan. \ north, 

discusjied the situation in war-rav- ^ )Anwari*s statement follows the The Taliban allege .that 
aged Afghanistan and possible Tfesumptton of dialogue betw«5iiT MdsoHodft;^^!^ 

of mm 9i€n$miMmm4^ nbialrfWH^IMl mk mmtm\mik^n$bm^ 
sfweding up the exchange ofpris- Taliban officios on Wedn 

oners of war (PoWs) between the to arrange a prisoner swap. Both Anwari said Masood and his 

warring factions. Taliban aiid opposition officios team would stay in the C^^ 

He said the opposition leader are visiting rival jails to prepare a Asian state fw several days. 

Taliban, Opposition 
work for 
prisoner-swap 

KABUL (AFP) - The opposing 
forces in Afghanistan's avil war 
have agreed to exchange teams to 
inspect each other' s jails in prepa- 

ratit)n for a swap of prisonars, pf- ; 
ficials said Monday. 

The ruling Taliban militia s In- 
telligence Interrogation Depart- 
ment chief, Mawlawi HabibuUah 
Reshad, said a five-member team 

would go to the opposition 
stonghold in Panjshir, 100 
kilometers (60 miles) north of here, 
on Wednesday. • 

A similar delegation from oppo- 
sition commands ,Ahmad Shah 
Masood would come to Kabul, he 
said, hiding thatfcoth teams would 
simultaneously cross the Shokhi 
frontlines in northeastern lw||)isa 

province. - . 

Reshad said the Intcwiational 
CommitteeoftheRedqross would 
facilitate the <Mcat6 exchange 




between the enemies who have 
been fighting since 1994. 

Tht two sides 'agreed to the ar- 
rangement on Sunday lit a meeting 
on the firontlines at Shotti^.he 
addei 'This is the/^minaiy 
stagd These teams mil visit the 
jails to list and ideittify the prison- 

to thi^ inonBtf Jb Jmrange iot 
the prisoner iwap:*. , .I t 
The teams wQuld dso distribute. 

niioncy and mcdicto^:^; 
turcd comrades; TO said. ^ 

The Taliban' and oppo^tion 
forc^ loyal to oustedjPresident 
Burhmittddin Ral^^ani agreed to 
exchange prisoners of war (PoWs) 
last month during talks sponsored 
by the Organization of Islamic 
Conference m Saudi Arabia. 

A Masood official swd the 
Talibanwereh6ldingarotiitid4,200 
opposition loyalists but only 600 
to 700 were fighters captured In 
action. 
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